The

CALL
A 4-Week Bible
Study for Women
By Amy Groeschel

Welcome to The Call study! I am thrilled you are joining other sisters in Christ
on this journey. The Call is a four-week study including five daily lessons
per week. You can complete the study individually, but it’s most effective in
the context of a small group. Each day, be sure to spend time studying and
prayerfully completing the exercises in your guide.
My desire is that you will fully understand and live a life worthy of the calling
you have been assigned in Christ. By knowing what your calling is, you can
begin to live every day with vision and joy.
Each daily lesson will cover these four important components:
1. Seek God: Begin your time in focused prayer.
2. Obtain Truth: Read, reflect, and learn from God’s Word.
3. Abide by the Spirit: Personally apply what you have learned.
4. Reach Out: Share and live out the truth you are learning.

Before your first week, you’ll want to watch the Sisters Event. You’ll also
begin each week by watching the weekly video teachings online. Find
these videos and my last two Bible studies, The Pursuit and The Hope at
www.life.church/sisters
We believe you will soar as you discover the incredible calling God has for you.
Our prayer is that you’d leave this study filled with passion and purpose as you
pursue God and seek His will for your life.
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WEEK ONE
The Call to Bear Fruit

VIDEO NOTES
Before beginning day one, remember to watch Amy’s teaching video here:

www.go2.lc/thecallwk1
Leaders, you can download this week’s discussion guide by visiting

www.go2.lc/thecall
Our key verse: … live a life worthy of the calling you have received. Be completely
humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Ephesians 4:1-2 NIV
By his divine power, God has given us everything we need for living a godly life. We have
received all of this by coming to know him, the one who called us to himself by means
of his marvelous glory and excellence. And because of his glory and excellence, he has
given us great and precious promises. These are the promises that enable you to share
his divine nature and escape the world’s corruption caused by human desires.
In view of all this, make every effort to respond to God’s promises. Supplement your faith
with a generous provision of moral excellence, and moral excellence with knowledge,
and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with patient endurance, and patient
endurance with godliness, and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection
with love for everyone.
The more you grow like this, the more productive and useful you will be in your
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But those who fail to develop in this way are
shortsighted or blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed from their old sins. So, dear
brothers and sisters, work hard to prove that you really are among those God has called
and chosen. … 2 Peter 1:3-10 NLT (emphasis added)

Notes:
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Day One || Connectedness
“Fruit is always the miraculous, the created; it is never the result of willing,
but always a growth. The fruit of the Spirit is a gift of God, and only He can
produce it.” —Dietrich Bonhoeffer

SEEK GOD
As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have
received. Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.
Ephesians 4:1-2 NIV
Father, what I truly want from this study is You. I want to know You more than I do now.
I want to follow You with complete devotion. May my life bring glory to Your name and
draw many to Your Son, Jesus Christ.

O B TA I N T R U T H
do nothing. If you do not remain in me,
you are like a branch that is thrown away
and withers; such branches are picked
up, thrown into the fire and burned. If
you remain in me and my words remain
in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will
be done for you. This is to my Father’s
glory, that you bear much fruit, showing
yourselves to be my disciples.

Well, Sisters, here we are beginning
another study, and I could not be more
grateful or filled with more expectation
for this journey we’ll take together. Let’s
begin by considering what’s at the heart
of The Call—the calling we all have as
Christians. To do this, we will begin with
the words of Jesus in John chapter 15. As
you read, underline each use of the words
“if” and “remain.”

“As the Father has loved me, so have I
loved you. Now remain in my love. If you
keep my commands, you will remain in
my love, just as I have kept my Father’s
commands and remain in his love. I have
told you this so that my joy may be in
you and that your joy may be complete.
My command is this: Love each other as
I have loved you. Greater love has no one
than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends. You are my friends if you do what I
command.” John 15:1-14 NIV

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the
gardener. He cuts off every branch in me
that bears no fruit, while every branch that
does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be
even more fruitful. You are already clean
because of the word I have spoken to you.
Remain in me, as I also remain in you.
No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must
remain in the vine. Neither can you bear
fruit unless you remain in me.
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If
you remain in me and I in you, you will
bear much fruit; apart from me you can
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The vine and its branches portray
profound imagery of how a true
relationship with Jesus functions and
what should result.

• What is the key to being fruitful?
Why?

To gain clarity from John 15:1-14, answer
the following questions:

• What is “proof” of being Jesus’
disciple?

• Who is the true vine?

• Who is the gardener?
• Who receives the glory for your
fruitfulness?
• Who are the branches?
• What is Jesus’ command for us?
• What happens to the fruitless
branches?
• What are we called if we obey Him?

• What happens to the fruitful
branches? Why?

A B I D E BY T H E S P I R I T
Sisters, as Christ’s children, we are called to bear fruit, and loving God by loving people is
His greatest command to us. When we show love, we reveal God’s nature in us which, in
turn, glorifies Him in the world. Now, don’t miss this: The source of all good fruit is our
connection to the Vine! More than anything else you and I could possibly learn in this
study, we must understand that we are called to Christ Jesus—to walk with Him and to
know Him intimately.
Now, you can bear fruit apart from Jesus, but not all fruit is good, right? Some is rotted
and foul. Some “fruit” is fake—an imitation we show when our pride convinces us to do
things that appear righteous. Like the time I helped a friend out of an impure motive of
not wanting to be perceived as selfish or uncaring, instead of a pure desire to express
the Father’s love. But Jesus despised mere appearances and hypocrisy. Authentic and
good fruit only grows from an intimate connection and reliance upon our Savior.
Sisters, the quality of our fruit will match the quality of our daily connection to the
Holy Spirit.
What fruit are you growing?
A better question may be: How much of God’s love can you identify through your
thoughts, words, and actions?
I realize these are difficult questions to answer. I suggest you to take some time to think
about them.
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I’ve been scrutinizing my life and finding evidence of where my love for people is
waning—where selfishness stands out more than selflessness.
How about you? Does your life resemble Christ more than the world? We can’t give what
we don’t have. If we are emotionally or spiritually depleted, it’s likely we’ve disconnected
from depending on the Vine. Filling time with your own agenda leaves you empty and
dried up. Sister, I know you know this. We’ve all been there and done that—too many
times. But it’s time to wise up and live up to the calling we’ve received!
I want you to place the truth from John 15 deep in your heart by answering the
following question in your own words.
Based on John 15, what is a “fruitful” Christian?

Remember, the quality of our fruit will match the quality of our daily connection to the
Holy Spirit. So keep your mind deeply rooted in the source of life, the True Vine, Jesus.
Shift the focus off your ongoing failures and onto His goodness and grace. See yourself
as you truly are—forgiven and loved.

Diane: A Fruit-Bearing Sister
Diane has lived a God-honoring adult life, has a great marriage, and has raised three
grown children who are passionately following Jesus. She has been a friend of mine
for almost two decades, and for as long as I’ve known her, she’s been the kind of friend
to look up to. I know Diane’s not perfect, but I can’t remember a time when she’s
gossiped or spoken critically. I’ve seen her loving on people by encouraging them
with truth, giving generously, taking time to listen well, opening her home to hurting
souls in crisis, being a continual hostess for faith and social events, and sharing her
love for Jesus with anyone she meets—and I mean anyone. And she does it all with a
warm smile and a contagious laugh. But I’ve never admired Diane more than I have
recently, as I’ve watched her and her family walk in outrageous faith, love, and grace
toward a person who’s betrayed them. Her active love and compassion for this person is
straight from her Heavenly Father’s heart—Christ in her. She’s cultivated her life-giving
fruit by staying connected to the Vine through the Word and through prayer. Diane is
beautifully living out her calling to bear fruit.

REACH OUT
“Remember, bearing fruit takes time. Our job is to abide. Remain. Stay connected to
Jesus. And trust the work God is doing in us.” –Lysa TerKeurst
You can be a reflection of Jesus every day. But remember, you can’t give what you
don’t have. Use every moment to draw a closer connection to the Father by simply
talking to Him. Listen for the specific ways He will you show you to live in freedom
and walk in love.
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Day Two || Prune Me, Lord

SEEK GOD
Gracious Father, I want to become like You. Help me to become love as I draw
nearer to You.
Spend a few moments being quiet and reflecting on the Father’s love for us.

O B TA I N T R U T H
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the
gardener. He cuts off every branch in me
that bears no fruit, while every branch that
does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be
even more fruitful.” John 15:1-2 NIV

If my new life in Christ were to become
and remain fruitful, it would not only
be by relying on Jesus but also by
surrendering to His pruning. Yes, a
continual cutting away will be needed.

Honestly, I have never really liked reading
John 15:2! I mean, I realize when we were
grafted into Christ, the True Vine, we
first had to disconnect from (or die to)
our previous life, but pruning? Ouch. No,
thanks. Even the word “prune” sounds
awful to me. If you feel the same, hang in
there with me because we know it will be
good for us!

To better understand our need to be
“pruned,” we need to consider the
purpose of botanical pruning. Most of us
understand pruning is removing specific
branches to benefit the whole plant. The
gardener is looking to cut away any dead,
damaged, or diseased branches, which
if left, would compromise the plant’s
future fruitfulness. Pruning can also thin
the plant, which increases airflow and
sunlight, resulting in fewer problems like
rot and mildew. Hmm … I’m thinking less
of me allows for more of Him!

I remember the drastic change of my
heart when I first believed and received
the gift of Christ’s salvation. It was as if
my soul had been dead and became alive.
I felt a deep freedom and peace along
with a yearning for everyone, everywhere
to have what I’d been freely given. My
new Christian life was like a tiny sapling,
but tiny as it was, my roots were slowly
yet surely burrowing further down. My
love and faith in Jesus were alive and
active. And like a tree in springtime, I was
bursting with fresh blooms that had great
potential. Yet at the same time, I struggled
and thought: If only I could always have
a good attitude, stop being offended, end
my irritations, and die to my stubborn and
selfish heart.

What’s even more fascinating to me is
grapevines, in particular, without pruning,
would turn into a mass of tangled,
overgrown, and unproductive canes. As
I researched this topic, I learned (at least
in the case of pruning grapevines) that a
gardener’s pruning will affect the next two
years of growth. So, the ultimate goal of
pruning is to promote greater growth
and fruitfulness.
I guess pruning isn’t that bad after all! I
mean, it’s better to be cut back than to be
cut off. I need this work in me, don’t you?
Let’s take a look at two practical ways God
prunes our hearts.
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1. The Word of God

so easily entangles. And let us run with
perseverance the race marked out for us,
fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and
perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him
he endured the cross, scorning its shame,
and sat down at the right hand of the throne
of God. Consider him who endured such
opposition from sinners, so that you will not
grow weary and lose heart. In your struggle
against sin, you have not yet resisted to
the point of shedding your blood. And
have you completely forgotten this word
of encouragement that addresses you as a
father addresses his son? It says, “My son,
do not make light of the Lord’s discipline,
and do not lose heart when he rebukes you,
because the Lord disciplines the one he
loves, and he chastens everyone he accepts
as his son.” Endure hardship as discipline;
God is treating you as his children. For
what children are not disciplined by their
father? If you are not disciplined—and
everyone undergoes discipline—then
you are not legitimate, not true sons and
daughters at all. Moreover, we have all had
human fathers who disciplined us and we
respected them for it. How much more
should we submit to the Father of spirits
and live!

For the word of God is alive and active.
Sharper than any double-edged sword, it
penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit,
joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts
and attitudes of the heart. Hebrews 4:12 NIV
I can’t possibly explain the impact this
living Sword has on my life. Every day,
God speaks directly to my heart through
His Word. I read and think about it
carefully and slowly so I can savor and
chew on its meanings and allow the Holy
Spirit to teach me. However, Scripture not
only teaches us but also brings correction
through conviction (see 2 Timothy 3:16).
A broken and humble heart will respond
to God’s Word by turning away from
ourselves and toward Him. Sin won’t last
long in a Christ follower who stays rooted
in the Bible. Why? It transforms our minds
(see Romans 12:2). In this way, we are
pruned. This Bible we read is surely alive!
2. Our Trials
Consider it pure joy, my brothers and
sisters, whenever you face trials of many
kinds, because you know that the testing
of your faith produces perseverance. Let
perseverance finish its work so that you
may be mature and complete, not lacking
anything. James 1:2-4 NIV

(And to conclude this passage, underline
the reasons or benefits of God’s discipline.)

Every trial is an opportunity for personal
growth. Are you nodding your head in
agreement? Maybe you are your problem.
Maybe the bad circumstance you are
facing is the problem. Maybe it’s the evil
forces of the devil attacking you—or
maybe all of the above. But regardless
of the source of the trial, God works for
our good in all circumstances. What our
enemies intend for our harm, God will use
for His good and glory through us. And
sometimes, He will discipline us (which is
always pretty unpleasant) for our good.

They disciplined us for a little while as they
thought best; but God disciplines us for
our good, in order that we may share in his
holiness. No discipline seems pleasant at
the time, but painful. Later on, however, it
produces a harvest of righteousness and
peace for those who have been trained by
it. Hebrews 12:1-11 NIV
Before going on, read what you
underlined. How does that change the
way you see discipline?
Our Father wants to train us up into full
maturity and into His righteousness.
Therefore, He allows the fires of life to
refine us and grow our faith. He knows
how to cut away areas of unfruitfulness by
using His Word and our struggles so that
we can move into new seasons with new
growth and new fruit. Jesus, the pioneer
and perfecter of our faith, always prunes
wisely and for our good.

The Greek word for discipline is paideuo,
which means to instruct or train someone
to reach full development, which includes
chastisement and correction.
Let’s read through Hebrews 12. As you do,
underline all of the words of instruction
to you.
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such
a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off
everything that hinders and the sin that
10

A B I D E BY T H E S P I R I T
I’m so glad to know about the ways God prunes us, but I want to know what part we
play in the process. Don’t you? I believe the passage we just read has the keys and so
do the last two verses of this passage in Hebrews: Therefore, strengthen your feeble
arms and weak knees. “Make level paths for your feet,” so that the lame may not be
disabled, but rather healed. Hebrews 12:12-13 NIV
I want to dig into those verses. Verse 12 starts with the word “therefore.” What is
“therefore” there for? The writer is basically saying: Now you know what to do and
what God is up to—just look at your highlights from earlier.
Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees. My arms and knees need
strengthening? What just happened here? Let’s consider the beginning of Hebrews
12. We were told to consider Jesus’ endurance while facing opposition and not to
despair under God’s loving discipline. All this information is for our encouragement
and strengthening. So in your trials, grow strong! In all your efforts against sin, don’t
weaken and fall apart, dear sister. Strengthen your soul and stand tall with the truth
that God is at work to mature you and make you more fruitful.
“Make level paths for your feet,” so that the lame may not be disabled, but rather
healed. Our paths are not clear before us when they are littered with sinful habits
or unforgiveness. And we will grow weary if we try to make progress while holding
onto unnecessary distractions that weigh us down. I believe the writer is once
again reminding us of the importance of removing anything holding us back from
wholeness and healing, from freedom in Christ, and from running our race well. He
knows our sin will make us weak and lame, but our Heavenly Father wants us to run
well and finish strong.
So, the pruning God wants to do in you and me to bring strength, healing, and
maturing in our lives will require us to follow through with all God is teaching us.
What sinful habit or obstacle continually obstructs your path to living full of the Holy
Spirit? How can you level your path? Let go, throw off, and surrender each stumbling
block. Seek the Father’s forgiveness to clear the way. And this next part is just as
important: Take your gaze off yourself and your failings and focus on the Vine and
His goodness.
Is there a Scripture or circumstance God’s using right now to prune you? If so, what is
it and how is it affecting you?

REACH OUT
When I see a withered plant in one of my flowerpots, I always try to revive it with a good
watering. I love seeing it begin to flourish once again. And the miracle of its new life
came from the simplest act of love. Who do you need to send a shower of blessing to?
We know love is a verb, and it never fails. Don’t be shy. Lavish God’s love on anyone who
crosses your path.
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Day Three || There Is Freedom in the Vine

SEEK GOD
He has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but
because of his own purpose and grace. … 2 Timothy 1:9 NIV
Wonderful and Holy Father, all my life is in You. I sit before You now to enjoy Your
company. I delight in You and stand strong in all Your ways. Always and forever, I love
and follow You.

O B TA I N T R U T H
justified by the law have been alienated
from Christ; you have fallen away from
grace. Galatians 5:1-4 NIV

I am astonished that you are so quickly
deserting the one who called you to live
in the grace of Christ and are turning to a
different gospel—which is really no gospel
at all. Evidently some people are throwing
you into confusion and are trying to
pervert the gospel of Christ.
Galatians 1:6-7 NIV (emphasis added)

What words did Paul use to describe what
receiving circumcision would do? (Circle
all that apply.)
A.
B.
C.
D.

As we seek to know and live out our
calling in Christ, we need to understand
clearly the awesome freedom of living for
Christ. Today, we will look at Galatians
chapter five to learn what our calling is
and what it isn’t. See, the Apostle Paul
wrote to the Church in Galatia out of great
concern. False teachers were leading the
Gentile Christians astray by telling them
they needed to be circumcised as sign of
their salvation and to follow all the Jewish
laws. Paul was alarmed by this heresy and
didn’t hold back on confronting it. He calls
them out and begins this chapter with a
declaration of their freedom in Christ.

Bring slavery
Require you to keep the whole law
Require you to be justified by the law
Separate you from Christ and His grace

These are awful outcomes, right? Nobody
wants to fall away from God’s grace!
Why was circumcision such a serious
issue? What is Paul getting at? For full
understanding, I encourage you to
read the whole book of Galatians. It’s
not too long, and you’d enjoy it. But for
our purposes, here’s the big issue to
understand: Circumcision can represent
any “self-righteous” action we place our
trust and hope in. Rule-following was not
and will never be the means of attaining
righteousness before God. Ephesians
2:8-10 teaches us this same truth—we are
saved by grace, through the gift of faith,
not by our good works. Through God’s
promise and provision through Christ,
we have become children of God—His
masterpieces to display His righteous
glory through the good He’s planned for
us to do.

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.
Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves
be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.
Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if
you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ
will be of no value to you at all. Again I
declare to every man who lets himself be
circumcised that he is obligated to obey
the whole law. You who are trying to be
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I love that Paul ends his lesson on “by the
Spirit” living with a cautionary side note—
Let us not become conceited. Paul knows,
like us, that when we start living and
looking more like our Savior, our flesh will
still be there tempting us to compare, take
some credit, and get a big head. Let’s not.
Thanks for the great advice, Paul!

So, we do good works, but not to earn
salvation. We do good works out of love
and in the freedom of the Holy Spirit.
Speaking of the Holy Spirit, let’s continue
reading in Galatians five to learn the
answer to this question: How can we live
out our calling in true freedom?
You, my brothers and sisters, were called
to be free. But do not use your freedom
to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one
another humbly in love. For the entire law
is fulfilled in keeping this one command:
“Love your neighbor as yourself.”
Galatians 5:13-14 NIV

Our calling in Christ is a calling of
freedom from start to finish! We don’t
serve Christ because we have to. We serve
Christ because we want to! Let that sink
in. In Christ, we are not rule followers, we
are Jesus followers. And following Jesus
means there is freedom from the burden
of measuring up based on our own merit.

Let’s pick up in Galatians 5:16. As you
read, please underline each “by the
Spirit” phrase:

One of my favorite Scripture passages in
Galatians says it this way:

So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will
not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the
flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit,
and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh.
They are in conflict with each other, so
that you are not to do whatever you want.
But if you are led by the Spirit, you are
not under the law. The acts of the flesh
are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity
and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft;
hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish
ambition, dissensions, factions and envy;
drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn
you, as I did before, that those who live
like this will not inherit the kingdom of
God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.
Against such things there is no law. Those
who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified
the flesh with its passions and desires.
Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in
step with the Spirit. Let us not become
conceited, provoking and envying each
other. Galatians 5:16-26 NIV

“For through the law I died to the law
so that I might live for God. I have been
crucified with Christ and I no longer live,
but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in
the body, I live by faith in the Son of God,
who loved me and gave himself for me.
I do not set aside the grace of God, for if
righteousness could be gained through
the law, Christ died for nothing!”
Galatians 2:19-21 NIV
Don’t fall back into the bondage and lie
of self-righteous striving. We are called to
live as Christ, who is the fulfillment and
living expression of the law. His law is now
written on our hearts by faith, and we have
been given spiritual circumcisions—a
cutting away of our old nature to become
new creations. Praise God that we are not
called to righteousness through our own
efforts! Connection to the Vine is freedom
from our wasted attempts to become
righteous by ourselves. It’s all Jesus. It’s
all by faith. It’s all living by His Spirit. Our
freedom is Christ plus nothing. He was
enough at the cross, and He is more than
enough for you today. Always remember:
You are called to freedom!

Do you see the key to living our calling in
freedom? It’s by the Spirit! When we seek
the Father’s guidance through prayer, we
are allowing the Holy Spirit to lead us, step
by step. We experience His freedom and
fruitfulness that cannot be produced any
other way.
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A B I D E BY T H E S P I R I T
I grew up going to a traditional Baptist church. At that church, I accepted Christ’s offer
of forgiveness and salvation and learned many famous historical events in the Bible.
I’m sure salvation by grace through faith in Jesus was taught and praised, but oddly
enough, my impression of Christianity was about knowing and doing what was right
and avoiding doing wrong—plus sharing my faith to save others from hell. Do good.
Don’t do anything bad. Do something important with your life. If I do, I can earn God’s
blessings. But the idea of living by the Spirit in freedom? Maybe it was taught, but I’m
sure I missed that week.
Sisters, where the Spirit of God is, there is freedom!
Are you sick and tired of trying to overcome some ungodly habit? Maybe you often
have a critical attitude or become easily angered and rude to your family. Maybe it’s
your lack of self-control. Do you feel like a loser because you think your life, compared
to others, doesn’t accomplish much? Does doing something nice for someone or
spending extra time reading the Bible make you feel better about yourself, but then
you turn around and trip over your sin again? Has your Christian journey become all
about your efforts in the dos and don’ts?
If so, can you see your failures and successes need to be soaked in the grace of Christ
instead of guilt, pride, or discouragement? Living in Christ’s freedom means your
identity is not in what you do—whether it’s done well or not. Your identity is in Christ
alone. Make Christ your life each moment. Die to yourself and watch as freedom
wells up like a firework in your soul. Trust me, I know this not only because Scripture
teaches it but also from personal experience.
I’ve missed out and messed up so many opportunities to walk in freedom because
I forgot to live a life fully surrendered to Jesus. I often readily believe the lie that my
ideas, plans, and desires are better than my good Father’s. Or I listen to and act on my
fears and pain instead of dialing into the voice of the Holy Spirit. Why do I trust myself
when I am not able to do anything righteous or worthy apart from Christ in me?
So let me ask you—don’t you want to live in the abundant freedom of Jesus? This
freedom comes from total surrender and dependency on Him. The truth is that what
trips us up more than just our failures or pride is the focus on ourselves. On our own,
we’ll never be enough or do enough, but we don’t have to. We can stand firm in our
freedom by focusing on Christ and His sufficiency!
Your assignment: Focus on Christ in you as you walk with Him step by step—because
to focus on Jesus is to focus on life, grace, love, goodness, and freedom.

REACH OUT
It’s amazing what can happen when we shift our eyes off ourselves and onto Christ! You
become the change. You become His hands and feet. Take a moment in prayer and ask
the Holy Spirit whom you can show His love to next.
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Day Four || Understand and Do

SEEK GOD
Devote yourself to a moment of sincere prayer. Ask the Holy Spirit to prepare your
heart and to teach you with all wisdom and insight as you go through today’s lesson.
Seriously, don’t move on until you pray. The rest of study can wait until you’re ready.

O B TA I N T R U T H
Let’s review what we’ve covered the past
few days so we can pull it together. We
learned our primary calling in Christ is to
bear His fruit because it’s how we glorify
God the Father. We know this fruit can
only spring from our connection to Christ
and our dependence on Him. And to be
fruitful, we should expect to be pruned.
Thankfully, our Gardener doesn’t leave
us where we are. He desires our maturity,
and He uses His Word and our trials to
cut away at the issues that could hinder
future growth. We also learned about the
abundant grace and freedom in the Vine!
We produce fruit in freedom—through
faith, by following the leadership of the
Holy Spirit. And even though you and I
may sometimes feel like spiritual failures,
our Gardener is for us and our success!
He wants us to continue to grow and
experience an abundant harvest that will
glorify Him.
Everyone loves a good harvest. Whether
it’s agriculturally, financially, or spiritually,
harvest time is wonderful. It’s a time when
we finally yield a reward after all the long
hours, days, and months of faithful labor.
Today, consider the awesome potential
of your life or harvest. To do this, we’ll
begin in Scripture and look at when
Jesus explains a parable, or story, of a
seed sower.
“Hear then the parable of the sower: When
anyone hears the word of the kingdom
and does not understand it, the evil one

comes and snatches away what has been
sown in his heart. This is what was sown
along the path. As for what was sown on
rocky ground, this is the one who hears
the word and immediately receives it
with joy, yet he has no root in himself, but
endures for a while, and when tribulation
or persecution arises on account of the
word, immediately he falls away. As for
what was sown among thorns, this is the
one who hears the word, but the cares of
the world and the deceitfulness of riches
choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. As
for what was sown on good soil, this is the
one who hears the word and understands
it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one
case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and
in another thirty.” Matthew 13:18-23 ESV
(emphasis added)
Notice everyone was given “seed,” or God’s
Word, but only one situation produced
a harvest.
Circle the condition that produced the fruit:
A. The thorns: Caring about the things
of the world
B. The path: Not understanding what
you hear
C. Rocky ground: Receiving the message
superficially
D. Good soil: Understanding what
you heard
How much did the good soil produce?
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Yes, the harvest came from the one who
not only heard the Word but also fully
understood it.

an understanding heart. They fully
understood what Christ had done for
them, and that changed everything!
It didn’t just change their eternal
destination; it changed the way they lived.
They no longer lived for themselves but
became ministry ambassadors for the
King of kings by sharing the Good News
with everyone they could.

Oh, the dangers of only knowing
something partially! I’ve had more than
my fair share of embarrassing moments
in conversations where I spoke with
incomplete information because I had
read some little article and became
“enlightened.” There’s no fruit in ignorance.
None. Trust me, do good research before
you think you’re the new expert!

Like Paul, our harvesting potential began
when we understood and accepted the
gospel of Christ, but real growth flourishes
when our hearts are compelled in
response to His extravagant love. We don’t
become ambassadors for Christ because
we’re supposed to but because we’ve been
made new and are captivated by His love.

Listen, this is incredibly vital: The heart
that truly understands what Christ has
done for them and receives true insight
from His Word is like someone who puts
the puzzle pieces together and finally
sees things clearly. The person who truly
understands and therefore responds to
the Word of God is a person whose life
overflows with the fruit of the Holy Spirit!

This is why it should not be difficult for us
to be doers of the word like the Scripture
says. Carefully read what the Holy Spirit
teaches us in James 1:22-25. Circle each
“do” and underline each “listen”:

If you have any doubt, just read what
the Apostle Paul explains to the believers
in Corinth:

Do not merely listen to the word, and
so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.
Anyone who listens to the word but
does not do what it says is like someone
who looks at his face in a mirror and,
after looking at himself, goes away and
immediately forgets what he looks like. But
whoever looks intently into the perfect law
that gives freedom, and continues in it—
not forgetting what they have heard, but
doing it—they will be blessed in what they
do. James 1:22-25 NIV

For Christ’s love compels us, because we
are convinced that one died for all, and
therefore all died. And he died for all, that
those who live should no longer live for
themselves but for him who died for them
and was raised again. So from now on
we regard no one from a worldly point of
view. Though we once regarded Christ in
this way, we do so no longer. Therefore, if
anyone is in Christ, the new creation has
come: The old has gone, the new is here!
All this is from God, who reconciled us to
himself through Christ and gave us the
ministry of reconciliation: that God was
reconciling the world to himself in Christ,
not counting people’s sins against them.
And he has committed to us the message
of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s
ambassadors, as though God were making
his appeal through us. We implore you on
Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. God
made him who had no sin to be sin for
us, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.
2 Corinthians 5:14-21 NIV

What happens to those who do what the
Word says?

When you truly follow Christ, you don’t
just know what He says, but you desire
to do what He instructs you to do! God’s
Word has given us a to-do list, and even
when it’s hard and my flesh doesn’t want
to, or when I don’t understand how
things will work out, I know I can trust
God completely.
I love the quote, “Obedience brings
understanding.” It’s true. When we obey
God’s Word, our faith is active. A peace
washes over us, and our faith and love
for God becomes stronger because we
experience His faithfulness. And we
can expect a harvest of righteousness
and blessing.

What effect did Christ’s love have on Paul?

Paul and his fellow ministry companions
had moved from head knowledge to
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A B I D E BY T H E S P I R I T
If your yard or flower bed is anything like mine, you know they require continual
maintenance. Weeds and debris constantly creep up. Just because you did yard work
yesterday doesn’t mean you’re done. Ever.
Remember, the good, prepared soil was the only understanding heart. I pray every
person doing this study will desire a heart that remains fertile, softened, and wellprepared to receive and respond to God’s Word.
If you’re honest, how’s the soil of your heart right now? Write your answers here:

Name any specific area(s) you need to surrender to God.

Read about the fruit of the Spirit and circle one characteristic you want to see more
evidence of in your life.
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance [patience], kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. … Galatians 5:22-23 NIV
Write your choice here with a prayer, e.g., Patience: Lord, help me cultivate the fruit of
patience in my life. Give me opportunities to wait on You and help me wait well.

Now, don’t rebel when He whispers your assignments. Take a deep breath, choose to
respond in obedience, and watch in wonder as your life flourishes in His fruitfulness!
Read Colossians 1:9-11 NIV:
… We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the
wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life worthy of
the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the
knowledge of God, being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might
so that you may have great endurance and patience…

REACH OUT
“I used to think God wouldn’t talk to me, but now I know I’m just selective with what I
choose to hear.” —Bob Goff
Wow. Thanks for the truth bomb, Bob! Has God been whispering to your heart? Lean in
close. Be still before Him and listen. Ask Him to direct you in specific ways to love. Go
forward in faith, and trust that God will be faithful to direct your path.

17

Day Five || Planted in the Word

SEEK GOD
Worthy Father, You are my everything, and I cherish and honor You with my whole heart.
Thank You for sacrificing Your Holy Son to purchase my salvation. In response to Your
love, I give You all I am.

O B TA I N T R U T H
Yesterday, we looked at the importance
of being good soil to understand and
respond faithfully to God’s Word. We
learned our understanding of God’s love
propels our desire to live for Him. Today,
let’s consider the great value of remaining
planted in the Word of God.
Where you plant matters. This is far
more true for your soul than your home’s
garden. Proverbs 13:20 NIV tells us, Walk
with the wise and become wise, for a
companion of fools suffers harm. I’ve
experienced both sides of this Proverb
and can attest to its accuracy. There was
a time in my life when I was a fool who
ran around with a pack of fools. Although
I knew a good deal of Scripture, it seldom
impacted how I lived. I didn’t live by
God’s Word because my mind was too
entrenched in the ways of the world. And
as we learned yesterday, knowing God’s
Word isn’t enough to grow His fruit; we
must understand it and then choose to
walk in it.
Let’s recall the words of Jesus in John 15:7
NIV, “If you remain in me and my words
remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and
it will be done for you.”
This is an incredible promise from Jesus!
Whatever you wish? Could this really
be what He meant? Yes, it absolutely is.
Our Savior is Truth. But remember the
promise comes with a condition: “If my
words remain in you.” In Greek, the word

“remain” means dwelling or abiding.
Essentially, Jesus knows anyone firmly
planted in Him and His Word is a person
who will ask for things in alignment with
the Father’s heart and will. But like most
of you, I’ve experienced both the power of
answered prayer and the disappointment
when a situation turned out in the exact
opposite way of what I prayed for. When
this happens, I remember, He is the Rock,
his works are perfect, and all his ways are
just. A faithful God who does no wrong,
upright and just is he.
Deuteronomy 32:4 NIV
Because I am deeply planted in God’s
Word, I don’t wither in despair when
things don’t go my way. I’ve learned to
trust the Father’s ways. The bottom line
is this: If we want to see different fruit,
have prayers that move mountains, grow
strong in our faith, and transform into
the likeness of our Savior, we must dwell
in the soil of God’s Holy Word.
Carefully read through Psalm 1:1-3 NIV:
Blessed is the one who does not walk in
step with the wicked or stand in the way
that sinners take or sit in the company of
mockers, but whose delight is in the law
of the Lord, and who meditates on his law
day and night. That person is like a tree
planted by streams of water, which yields
its fruit in season and whose leaf does not
wither—whatever they do prospers.

18

What two things did the blessed person do
to flourish in life?

As you look up and read Psalm 119:9-37,
underline or highlight any key words that
stand out to you.

1.

Just like the author of Psalm 119, write out
a personal, heartfelt statement expressing
your thoughts about God’s Word here:

2.
Fill in the following blanks from Psalm 1:
That person is like

,

which yields its
and whose leaf
—whatever they do

.

Would you consider yourself someone who
delights in and meditates on God’s truth
day and night? Consider the two truths
below as you think about your answer.

The Word sets us free (John 8:32)! It
renews our mind (Romans 12:2) and
guides our path (Psalm 119:105)! The Word
teaches, corrects, rebukes, and trains
in righteousness (2 Timothy 3:16). The
Word is our powerful weapon against the
tempter, Satan (Ephesians 6:17). We are
supported and nourished by the Word like
bread sustains the body (Matthew 4:4).
The Word purifies us (John 17:17). The
Word is alive and judges the thoughts and
attitudes of the heart (Hebrews 4:12). Jesus
is the Word (John 1:1) and the fulfillment of
the law (Matthew 5:17)!

You know you delight in God’s Word
when it’s your great pleasure and desire.
If this is you, you might pen something
like this:
How sweet are your words to my taste,
sweeter than honey to my mouth! I gain
understanding from your precepts;
therefore I hate every wrong path. Your
word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my
path. Psalm 119:103-105 NIV
You know you meditate on God’s Word
when it’s often on your mind and
lips. Psalm 119 is the longest chapter
in the Bible, containing 176 verses, and
interestingly, its content is stacked. I
mean, it’s like a loaded baked potato, with
verses about the power, goodness, and
delight of God’s Word. We’re only going to
highlight a portion from it, but I want you
to grasp the author’s absolute passion and
understanding of the living Word of God.

And blessed, dear sister, is the one whose
heart delights in Him.

A B I D E BY T H E S P I R I T
Where are you planted? Because where you plant matters. Look at the culture around
you. Have you noticed a growing trend against the Truth? People everywhere are
calling evil “good” and good “evil.” Paul warned us of this in 2 Timothy: For the time
will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own
desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their
itching ears want to hear. 2 Timothy 4:3 NIV
Even in Christ’s Church, believers are conforming to the mold of society instead of
the image of Christ. Self-love, self-obsession, self-indulgence, and self-expression are
rampant. Narcissism is growing like an aggressive form of cancer.
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The Apostle Paul taught Titus what qualifications to look for in choosing elder
leadership for the Church. He wrote, He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as
taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke
those who contradict it. For there are many who are insubordinate, empty talkers and
deceivers … Titus 1:9-10 ESV
Like me, I know you don’t want to be rebellious or an empty talker whose lifestyle
and beliefs contradict the Bible. We are called to be the opposite of this! We’re called
to be humble servants who speak words of wisdom and life, who are rooted deeply in
Scripture, and who live lives that reflect Christ and His powerful truth.
So, where are you planted? Because where you plant matters.
A great way to honestly answer this question is to consider how you spend your time—
especially your unscheduled, free time. It’s shocking how many people I know who
regularly neglect time in God’s Word. The devil wants to lure you away from Truth.
Don’t fall for it!
In what ways could you gain more time in God’s Word? (Circle all that apply.)
A. Limit your TV time
B. Make and keep a set time for reading the Bible
C. Limit your time on social media
D. Pick up the Bible instead of another book
E.
What can you do to begin to meditate more on God’s Word?

King David had a fresh passion and understanding of God’s Word. Through the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, he penned these lines in Psalm 19. Soak them in slowly
and read them aloud if you can:
The law of the Lord is perfect, refreshing the soul. The statutes of the Lord are
trustworthy, making wise the simple. The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to
the heart. The commands of the Lord are radiant, giving light to the eyes. The fear of
the Lord is pure, enduring forever. The decrees of the Lord are firm, and all of them are
righteous. They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter
than honey, than honey from the honeycomb. By them your servant is warned; in
keeping them there is great reward. Psalm 19:7-11 NIV

REACH OUT
“I used to think you had to be special for God to use you, but now I know you simply
need to say yes.” –Bob Goff
What do you need to say yes to? Maybe I can help you answer this: Say “yes” to giving
your heart, your time, and your attention to the people around you. Say “yes” to going
the extra mile and helping someone who’s in need. Say “yes” to sharing your love for
God’s Word by sending a favorite verse to encourage someone who needs it.
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WEEK TWO
The Call to Wash Feet

VIDEO NOTES
Before beginning day one, remember to watch Amy’s week two teaching
video here: www.go2.lc/thecallwk2
Leaders, you can download this week’s discussion guide by visiting

www.go2.lc/thecall
… “Anyone who wants to be first must be the very last, and the servant of all.”
Mark 9:35 NIV (emphasis added)
Therefore he [Jesus] is able to save completely those who come to God through him,
because he always lives to intercede for them. Hebrews 7:25 NIV

Notes:
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Day One || The Example

SEEK GOD
My good Father, I quiet myself before You now. Humbly, I ask You to open my eyes
and clear my ears as I seek Your wisdom and ways. My heart, soul, and strength are
wholly Yours.

O B TA I N T R U T H
Welcome to our second week of The Call.
I imagine many of you were eager to dig
into this study to discover some uniquely
designed role God has for your life. And
I’m praying the Holy Spirit will lead many
of you to exactly that. But for most of you,
I believe the specific instructions, or the
“writing on the wall” for you to follow, will
not require a detour from your current
vocation or roles, but instead, you’ll be
transformed by a lifestyle-calling as you
follow the example of Jesus. And in your
call to follow Him, I’m believing you will
never be the same.
Let’s begin in John 13:1-5, 12-17 to closely
examine the example of Jesus. Look it up
in your Bible or your Bible App.
Start with John 13:1. Who was Jesus going
to be with very soon?

Notice that Jesus, the Son of Man, will
soon be welcomed and reunited in
Heaven as the one and only beloved Son
of God. He’s nearing the finish line with
the most challenging steps of obedience
ahead, and yet He knows the suffering and
weakness of His humanity will soon end.
Ultimate victory awaits.

Don’t miss this: God’s love for you and
me is eternal. As the Beginning and the
End, He began loving you before the
world began. The Father has continued
demonstrating His love throughout
history, and Jesus’ life was a constant
display of grace, mercy, healing,
compassion, bondage-breaking, truthtelling, and salvation-giving. His love went
down to the depths of our pain, filth, pride,
foolishness, and misery. He loved to the
very end, to the height of His sacrifice on
the cross.
Read John 13:2. Will everyone we love and
serve respond favorably?

I know how obvious this question is! But
it makes a great point, right? If Jesus’ love
couldn’t make Judas His true follower, we
shouldn’t expect everyone we serve to love
us and God in return.
Read John 13:3-5. What did Jesus do with
His power and authority?
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3. Foot washing was an act of humility.
Love is humble. Love is lowering
yourself to lift others up. Jesus, who
would soon return in glory to His
Father, lovingly did one of the lowest
chores for His followers.

Before assigning His disciples the call
of sharing the Gospel, Jesus beautifully
revealed what true leadership is all
about—serving. His foot washing example
reminds me of when Jesus taught them
what true greatness looks like. He told
them never to use their positions to take
advantage of people. Jesus taught,
“… Instead, whoever wants to become great
among you must be your servant, and
whoever wants to be first must be your
slave—just as the Son of Man did not come
to be served, but to serve, and to give his
life as a ransom for many.”
Matthew 20:26-28 NIV

Yes, sister, Jesus gave us an unforgettable
example we should remember and follow.
Because of our amazing union with
Christ, let’s joyfully take on His humble
attitude shown in Philippians 2:1-11 NIV:
Therefore if you have any encouragement
from being united with Christ, if any
comfort from his love, if any common
sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and
compassion, then make my joy complete
by being like-minded, having the same
love, being one in spirit and of one mind.
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain
conceit. Rather, in humility value others
above yourselves, not looking to your own
interests but each of you to the interests of
the others. In your relationships with one
another, have the same mindset as Christ
Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did
not consider equality with God something
to be used to his own advantage; rather,
he made himself nothing by taking the
very nature of a servant, being made
in human likeness. And being found in
appearance as a man, he humbled himself
by becoming obedient to death— even
death on a cross! Therefore God exalted
him to the highest place and gave him the
name that is above every name, that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in
heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Let’s pick up our story in John 13: When
he had finished washing their feet, he put
on his clothes and returned to his place.
“Do you understand what I have done
for you?” he asked them. “You call me
‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that
is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also
should wash one another’s feet. I have set
you an example that you should do as I
have done for you. Very truly I tell you, no
servant is greater than his master, nor is a
messenger greater than the one who sent
him. Now that you know these things, you
will be blessed if you do them.
John 13:12-17 NIV
Here’s some information we should
consider about the act of foot washing:
1. Foot washing was needed. Jesus saw
and met a practical need. For many
ancient civilizations, sandals were
the primary footwear, and travel was
predominantly pedestrian. There were
no camel drive-through Starbucks.
Just think about the potential blisters,
toe-stubs, aches of weariness, and of
course, the filth one would acquire.
2. Foot washing was an act of hospitality
to show honor to your guest. A host
would often supply fresh water for
a guest to wash their own feet. The
book of Genesis, chapter 18, is the first
biblical mention of this practice. And
the first example in Scripture of the
humble act of foot washing for another
is seen by Abigail in 1 Samuel 25.
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A B I D E BY T H E S P I R I T
Like Christ, we too have a high rank. Because of Christ’s salvation, we are His
ambassadors and co-heirs, royal children of the King of kings. We are not like the
leaders of this world. We are to use whatever earthly authority we have to serve.
What keeps you from choosing humble service?

We are to follow Jesus’ example: “Do as I have done for you.” I don’t think Jesus literally
means for us to go around asking for people to take a seat while we remove their shoes
for quick pedicures. But, what do you think is today’s equivalent of a foot washing?
Ultimately, foot washing is any act of sacrificial love. In the space provided, try to name
as many ideas as you can think of.

While you brainstorm how your life can be a river of love poured out, I hope you don’t
forget the blessings you will personally experience. Sisters, we will never be able to
outgive our faithful Father. Proverbs 11:25 ESV tells us: Whoever brings blessing will be
enriched, and one who waters will himself be watered.

REACH OUT
“I’m not called to be important; I’m called to be faithful.” –Craig Groeschel
Faithful sister, choose and write out at least one act of selfless love you can carry
out today.
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Day Two || Know Your Business

SEEK GOD
Awesome Father, You are my forever friend. Thank You that I can talk with You about
anything on my heart, and You will lovingly listen. Thank You that You deeply care for
me, willingly took away my sins, and carry my burdens. Teach and guide me.
I am listening.

O B TA I N T R U T H
When Jesus was only 12 years old, His
parents, Mary and Joseph, thought they
had lost Him on their journey home from
Jerusalem. Eventually, they found their
son in the temple courts of Jerusalem.
Jesus asked His worried parents, “Why
were you searching for me? Didn’t you
know I had to be in my Father’s house?”
(Luke 2:49 NIV) Does Jesus’ response
seem a bit passive-aggressive to you?
It really wasn’t. We know His heart was
sincere and pure because He never
sinned in any way. If we read His words
through His pure perspective, it changes
everything. I believe His message was,
“Mom and Dad, remember who I am? I
am the Son of the Most High (Luke 1:32). If
you really think about it, you knew where
to find me all along.”
Jesus was always about His Father’s
business. What is your daily business?
Pause and consider. Your answer is
important because you have been
assigned–called—to your Father’s
Kingdom business, too.
Have you ever been asked to do
something without the slightest idea how
to do it? This happens to me anytime
someone asks me to do anything techy.
Not only do I not know how to do
what they’re asking, I often don’t even
understand what they are saying. I want
to ask them, “Are you speaking English?
Because it sounds like you’re speaking

Mandarin.” Tech stuff just isn’t in my
wheelhouse. If you’re in my lane here, let’s
pause and give a prayer of thanks for all
the tech-savvy people we depend on.
It seems the question every Christian
wants answered is: What does God want
me to do? What is God’s will for me?
Thankfully, we have the Bible as a light
to direct our path. Yet we won’t find our
specific assignments there. I remember
becoming annoyed by my mentor, Cheryl,
because I wanted her to tell me what to
do about certain issues I was facing. And
like a chorus on repeat, she would always
say the same thing: “Ask the Holy Spirit to
show you.” But at the time, I didn’t really
want to walk by faith or trust the Holy
Spirit to guide me. I really wanted her to be
the Holy Spirit!
When it comes to understanding our
job descriptions from the Father, it’s
not rocket science. Not even close. The
Father’s instructions are straightforward
and simple. In fact, all His teachings can
be summarized as: Love God and love
people. Love is God’s business, and you
are called to your Father’s business. In
fact, you will never have a more important
job description or calling from God than
showing love. That’s your calling. Foot
washing. You will never have a bigger
impact in life than in the moments you
love, serve, forgive, and honor others.
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As you read this next passage from the
book of Matthew, underline the actions
that were done (or not done) for those
in need.

One of the prominent ways God’s love
is carried out on earth is through you,
His child. In the Lord’s Prayer found in
Matthew 6, Jesus taught His disciples to
ask God for His will to be accomplished on
this earth. We are to pray, “Your kingdom
come, Your will be done on earth as it is
in heaven.” I wonder if one of the reasons
Christ told us to pray “Your will be done
on earth” was to prepare our hearts.
Sincerely praying “Your will be done”
aligns our thinking and prepares us to
fulfill His purpose in the world. After all,
Ephesians 2:10 NIV tells us: For we are
God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus
to do good works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do.

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory,
and all the angels with him, he will sit on
his glorious throne. All the nations will be
gathered before him, and he will separate
the people one from another as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats. He will
put the sheep on his right and the goats on
his left.
“Then the King will say to those on his
right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my
Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom
prepared for you since the creation of the
world. For I was hungry and you gave
me something to eat, I was thirsty and
you gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you invited me in, I needed
clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and
you looked after me, I was in prison and
you came to visit me.’ Then the righteous
will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see
you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and
give you something to drink? When did
we see you a stranger and invite you in,
or needing clothes and clothe you? When
did we see you sick or in prison and go to
visit you?’ The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell
you, whatever you did for one of the least
of these brothers and sisters of mine, you
did for me.’

There’s no better example of someone
who knew and lived out the Father’s will
than Jesus. His life was complete oneness
of mind, heart, and strength with God the
Father. Consider His words of union and
purpose here in John 5:19 NIV: … “Very
truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by
himself; he can do only what he sees his
Father doing, because whatever the Father
does the Son also does.”
Did Jesus do anything outside of
God’s will?

How did Jesus know what to do?

“Then he will say to those on his left,
‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into
the eternal fire prepared for the devil and
his angels. For I was hungry and you gave
me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you
gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger
and you did not invite me in, I needed
clothes and you did not clothe me, I was
sick and in prison and you did not look
after me.’ They also will answer, ‘Lord,
when did we see you hungry or thirsty or
a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in
prison, and did not help you?’ He will reply,
‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do
for one of the least of these, you did not do
for me.’ Then they will go away to eternal
punishment, but the righteous to eternal
life.” Matthew 25:31-46 NIV

Write your own summary of what Jesus
said to His followers here: “I no longer
call you servants, because a servant does
not know his master’s business. Instead,
I have called you friends, for everything
that I learned from my Father I have made
known to you.” John 15:15 NIV

As a close friend and Kingdom-business
associate, we are to pursue and do our
Father’s business. It is our divine calling
and greatest honor to serve our King. In
fact, every act of selfless love we do for
others is an act of love to Him.
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A B I D E BY T H E S P I R I T
Study Alert! For maximum benefit, today’s questions will require a good deal of
honest contemplation.
What does a typical day look like for you as God’s business associate?
Who is more often in charge of your daily agenda–you or the Master?
What evidence could someone find in your activities this week that show you’re
following the example of Christ?
Write out your thoughts here:

What would someone see in your life that contradicts your Master’s ways? (As you
write about this, believe me, I have a list of failures, too. I have so much grace for
you, and more importantly, Jesus does. There is no condemnation in Him, but there
is correction.)

God’s ways are not the typical ways of the world. It’s not normal to be kind to those
who hurt you or to love your enemies. Many people will think you are foolish. But
wouldn’t you rather be a fool for Christ than just plain foolish?
Throughout the Bible, God gave His children straightforward and specific codes
of conduct for an abundant life. But sadly, throughout the Bible, we find one tragic
example after another of people who rejected God’s ways to live life their own way.
Now that’s foolish.
Here’s a question to ask yourself: Do I want to be a “foolish Christian” or a “fool for
Christ?” I don’t want to be foolish; I want to be a fool for Christ!
Fools for Christ will risk it all for the sake of their King. They won’t just choose the easy
way or the way that makes the most sense. They know and expect the Holy Spirit to
guide and equip them in every way for God’s great glory.
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The Holy Spirit has often led me to reach out to others in ways that I haven’t
understood. Like me, you might feel prompted to mail an encouraging letter, serve
someone in need, give away some of your resources, or make a phone call in
faith, believing God has directed you. Sometimes you will have the joy of knowing
the beautiful impact your simple act of love has made. Other times you’ll be left
wondering, feeling uncertain, and a bit foolish because your attempt seemed fruitless.
The Father simply wants you to trust Him and stay the course. When you leave the
results up to Him, it takes the pressure and focus off you. Remember, it is foolish to
ignore the Holy Spirit; it’s never foolish to follow Him.
What are some things you can do to better follow the Holy Spirit’s guidance?

Remember who you are? You are a child of the Most High. You are in the Kingdom
business. I pray our Savior, His Church, and this hurting world will find you doing the
Father’s work.

REACH OUT
“Even the smallest seeds of kindness can begin to break the worst kind of brokenness.”
–Ann Voskamp
When the Holy Spirit shows you something to do, act promptly on this conviction and
assignment. Don’t wait. And remember to give love to everyone you encounter. If you
want to step more out of your comfort zone, try one of these ideas:
• Call your church staff and ask if you can help them or someone they know.
• Go online and research a social issue or check with your LifeGroups and
LifeMissions pastor about helping a local missions partner.
• Ask about needs through your social media accounts.
• Call a family member or send a text to someone on your heart.
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Day Three || Walk in Love

SEEK GOD
Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive
mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. Hebrews 4:16 NIV
Enter prayer with your Father in joyful confidence. Allow ample time to worship Him,
make requests, and listen for His guidance.

O B TA I N T R U T H
Yesterday, we looked at how God has
placed us on His team to be in His
Kingdom business that is founded in
love. Today, we’ll continue to focus on
how the Father has called us to actively
serve in love. The Apostle Paul stressed
this in his letter to the Ephesians: Follow
God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved
children and walk in the way of love, just
as Christ loved us and gave himself up for
us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to
God. Ephesians 5:1-2 NIV
Based on Ephesians 5:1-2, please fill in
these blanks:
God’s example.
in the way of love. Just as Christ loved us
and
... as a fragrant
and

to God.

The Greek word for “follow” is mimetes. It
means to imitate or mimic. Jesus’ ministry
on earth was total, unstoppable love. And
to follow Christ is to model yourself after
His life: to walk in love, to give up your
way, and to sacrifice the things you love
for something you love even more.

Have you ever wondered why God cares
so much about how we treat each other?
Why does loving people reveal if we truly
love Him? Why can’t we just love God? As
I’ve pondered these questions, I can’t help
but think about my own children and how
important they are to me. As a mother, I
desperately want to see my kids love each
other well. Like me, God is crazy about
all of His children. We are all precious to
Him—so much so that He gave His life to
rescue all of us. So, when we hurt others,
our Father takes it personally. That’s my
child you’re disrespecting. That’s my child
you’re neglecting to help. That’s my child
you’re seeking to look better than. Our
Father loves all His kids! And if we truly
love Him, we will love His children as He
loves them.
Listen. Lean in close. Can you hear the
Spirit’s whisper to you? Know and live my
love. These are the words He has often
conveyed to me. Know and live my love.
Love, the verb, not the feeling. Love is
active. Love gives. As Christ followers,
we may know this well, but our capacity
to live love always needs to increase.
Romans 13:8 NIV clearly teaches us this,
Let no debt remain outstanding, except the
continuing debt to love one another, for
whoever loves others has fulfilled the law.
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We will always be in debt to love! I
encourage you to ask the Father every day
to increase your capacity to love others by
growing in your understanding of His love
because the better we understand God’s
love, the better we love. And oh, how He
loves us!

It’s important for us to read the infamous
“love” verses of 1 Corinthians 13. If we’re
going to walk in Christ’s love, let’s make
sure we know what His love truly
looks like.
If I speak in the tongues of men or of
angels, but do not have love, I am only a
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If
I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom
all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I
have a faith that can move mountains, but
do not have love, I am nothing. If I give
all I possess to the poor and give over my
body to hardship that I may boast, but do
not have love, I gain nothing.
1 Corinthians 13:1-3 NIV

Sisters, we’ve already learned our main
assignment—what we are all called to do.
Here it is again straight from the mouth of
Jesus in John 15:12-13 NIV—My command
is this: Love each other as I have loved you.
Greater love has no one than this: to lay
down one’s life for one’s friends.
Read His words over again and write down
exactly how we are to love.

Did you notice doing good things can be
completely devoid of love? Love must be
sincerely motivated, or it isn’t really love.
As you continue reading this chapter,
underline all that love is and circle what
love is not.

I can’t do this very well. Actually, you
can’t either. Remember our calling from
Ephesians 4? We are to “… live a life
worthy of the calling you have received. Be
completely humble and gentle; be patient,
bearing with one another in love.” Well, I
got a kick out of this: The phrase “bearing
with” is the Greek word anechó which
means “to hold up or endure.” Figuratively
this word implies “to put up with.”
Extending love can be a real challenge!
Please understand: We cannot love this
way on our own!

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not
envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It
does not dishonor others, it is not selfseeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps
no record of wrongs. Love does not delight
in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always
protects, always trusts, always hopes,
always perseveres. Love never fails. …
1 Corinthians 13:4-8 NIV
And now these three remain: faith, hope
and love. But the greatest of these is love.
1 Corinthians 13:13 NIV

But 1 John 4:19 NIV explains where the
source of sacrificial love is found: We
love because He first loved us. When we
understand what God did for us, we
can’t help but love the people He puts
in front of us! And when we walk in love
through the power of the Holy Spirit, we
are not overcome by our own weaknesses
because we are clinging to the One with
total strength.
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A B I D E BY T H E S P I R I T
You can advance the Kingdom of God one step at a time. Just follow Jesus and walk in
love! This is a big assignment, right? It’s easy to say we should “walk in love” but harder
to do!
Reading the Gospels, we see Jesus’ earthly life was one of loving, sacrificial service.
He lived out the mission and heart of God the Father. Now this is your calling: You
are to walk as Jesus walked! (1 John 2:6) Let this sink in a minute. Do you feel the
significance of this mission you have been given? As Christians, following Christ and
walking in love is not optional—it is just what we do.
So, it comes down to this: How are you walking?
When we don’t love, sin prevails. If you’re at all like me, and I’m pretty sure you are,
you can sometimes be irritable, proud, and selfish. But, women of God, we don’t
have to settle for this as our “normal”! We can and should grow in love as we follow
our Savior.
Jesus asked a gut-wrenching question in Luke 6:46 NIV when He said, “Why do you
call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say?”
Examine the last 24 hours of your life. Were your actions and thoughts characterized
by love? When love was absent, what sin was most obvious?

Take a moment to stop, humble yourself, and ask the Father for forgiveness. Commit to
live His love.
The following are some “Love is” statements I wrote to inspire and lead me to live love
and to become love. Read them slowly and thoughtfully.
Love is always seasoned with grace while immersed in truth.
Love is never silent, even when words are not spoken.
Love is always selfless, even if it’s taken advantage of.
Love is faithful, even if it is unnoticed.
Love is never lazy, even in times of rest.
Love is light entering into dark places to help lead the way out.
Love is always reaching forward, even if others are holding back.
Love is gracious and warm, even in cold environments.
Love is a consuming fire destroying the devil’s schemes.
Love is never small. It’s always big, always significant. Small acts of love are the path to
big changes.
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Begin to consider how you would express what love is to someone. Now, write a few
of your own “Love is” statements. Be original! They don’t have to sound anything like
mine. I hope you take time and write some. I believe you will enjoy the process.

REACH OUT
This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to
lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. If anyone has material possessions and
sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in
that person? Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in
truth. 1 John 3:16-18 NIV
What need makes your heart beat with passion or gets your imagination spinning
with “what ifs”? Maybe your role will be one of committed prayer. Maybe it will involve
learning more and becoming a voice to advocate for someone disadvantaged. Maybe
there’s a financial commitment to make. Whatever it is, by faith, follow the Holy Spirit’s
voice and timing.
Write down any Kingdom work you believe the Father wants you to pursue.

I really like what Bob Goff, the author of Love Does said, “... we need to stop plotting the
course and instead just land the plane on our plans to make a difference by getting to
the ‘do’ part of faith.”

33

Day Four || Being a Good Neighbor

SEEK GOD
Humble yourself before the Holy One. Magnify and worship God for who He is.
Christ is your life. Abandon yourself wholly to Him. Be still and experience His presence
in prayer.

O B TA I N T R U T H
I have many personal biases, especially
when it comes to my children. I want
their soccer teams to win the games. I
favor their dance performances over
another child’s. I prefer to watch them
play more than observing other kids on
a playground. Why? Because they are my
babies! I do care about other kids, but I
obviously favor my own.
Can you relate with me? Do you ever show
this kind of favoritism? Sure you do! And
I believe it’s healthy and good to have a
special delight in those closest to us. After
all, immediate family members are Godordained to be our priority. But can we
genuinely serve Christ if we only show a
commitment or partiality to our own tribe?
Surely not. The Father wants our hearts
advocating for the good of all of
His children!

There are many lessons to learn from their
lack of involvement. One that strikes a
chord in me is this: True righteousness is
not about any outward appearance or title.
Righteousness is Christ.
What is another lesson from the priest and
Levite that stands out to you?

Why did Jesus choose a Samaritan to be
the good neighbor? No doubt, there was
a great purpose. Traditionally, Jews and
Samaritans lived as enemies. There was
great hatred between them that went back
for centuries. You decide why Jesus chose
a Samaritan as the hero.
Write out your thoughts here:

Jesus tells the parable of the Good
Samaritan in Luke 10:30-37. Jesus shared
this story after an expert in the law stood
up to test Him. Look up His response in
your Bible or in the YouVersion Bible App.
Did you notice all three men on the
road saw the wounded man? And make
no mistake, Jesus’ story intentionally
included the priest and Levite that
conveniently passed by.
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Commentary from Bible.org shares this
application thought from the parable: “It is
not the person from the radically different
culture on the other side of the world who
is hardest to love, but the nearby neighbor
whose skin color, language, rituals,
values, ancestry, history, and customs are
different from one’s own.”

my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God
chosen those who are poor in the eyes of
the world to be rich in faith and to inherit
the kingdom he promised those who love
him? But you have dishonored the poor. Is
it not the rich who are exploiting you? Are
they not the ones who are dragging you
into court? James 2:1-6 NIV

I would say it this way: A good neighbor
willingly crosses cultural and emotional
boundaries.

Jesus teaches us another mighty lesson
about true neighborly love in Luke 6. “If
you love those who love you, what credit
is that to you? Even sinners love those
who love them. And if you do good to
those who are good to you, what credit is
that to you? Even sinners do that. And if
you lend to those from whom you expect
repayment, what credit is that to you? Even
sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be
repaid in full. But love your enemies, do
good to them, and lend to them without
expecting to get anything back. Then
your reward will be great, and you will be
children of the Most High, because he is
kind to the ungrateful and wicked.”
Luke 6:32-35 NIV

Describe another lesson you see from the
Samaritan’s actions.

The word neighbor is an Old English
word that means “inhabitant who is near
your habitation.” The New Testament
Greek word for neighbor simply conveys
anyone who crosses your path. I like
this distinction. This reveals what Jesus
taught: Neighbors are not only people
who live nearby.

Love, do good, and lend to your enemies–
without expecting any good in return. This
is stunning, right? Fill in the blanks based
on what was written in the last sentence:
God Most High is
to the

Favoritism is showing unfair preferential
treatment. Precious sisters, we must die to
selfish favoritism because we are called to
love and serve all neighbors as ourselves.

and

.

And lastly, the Apostle Paul lays out how
to live as a good neighbor: Do not repay
anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what
is right in the eyes of everyone. If it is
possible, as far as it depends on you, live at
peace with everyone. Do not take revenge,
my dear friends, but leave room for
God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to
avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. On the
contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed
him; if he is thirsty, give him something to
drink. In doing this, you will heap burning
coals on his head.” Do not be overcome by
evil, but overcome evil with good.
Romans 12:17-21 NIV

Let’s look in the second chapter of James
and find out what God thinks about
playing favorites with our neighbors.
As you read, underline the essential
information given about favoritism.
My brothers and sisters, believers in our
glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not show
favoritism. Suppose a man comes into
your meeting wearing a gold ring and
fine clothes, and a poor man in filthy old
clothes also comes in. If you show special
attention to the man wearing fine clothes
and say, “Here’s a good seat for you,” but
say to the poor man, “You stand there”
or “Sit on the floor by my feet,” have you
not discriminated among yourselves and
become judges with evil thoughts? Listen,
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A B I D E BY T H E S P I R I T
Jesus showed favor, not favoritism. He gave grace, mercy, and favor to anyone who
humbled themselves, anyone who showed faith in Him, and anyone who called on His
name. Anyone and everyone was a candidate for His favor, compassion, friendship,
healing, love and grace. Jesus was the perfect example of good neighboring in action.
A good neighbor keeps a merciful eye out for anyone in need. They are first
responders who give their precious time and go the extra mile. They are foot-washers.
Regarding the merciful Samaritan, Jesus said, “Go and do likewise.”
Who are your neighbors?
Who are your neighboring enemies?
Is there someone in need whom you frequently just pass by?
Our Father is calling us, waiting for His Church to be His hands and feet in this broken
world. Does your heart celebrate the blessings of other believers around you? Will you
step into the mess of your neighbor’s problems to help lift them up? Will you be an
advocate for the unseen and unheard in your community?
Who can you show the tangible mercy and love of our Savior to?

REACH OUT
Sister, you are not called to promote yourself; you are called to use your whole life
to glorify God.
Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to show you how to live out what you’ve just read in
His Word.
Write down the names of people you know who are currently in need. Include a way
you can reach out to them in love. Maybe it’s a neighbor, a co-worker, a friend, or
an acquaintance.

What are the big needs in your family?

“… whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to
be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” Mark 10:44-45 NIV
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Day Five || Shine On

SEEK GOD
Before you begin today’s lesson, spend some time in prayer. Ask the Holy Spirit to open
your ears and whisper directly into your life today.

O B TA I N T R U T H
It is my deep desire that the Spirit of God
would stir all of our hearts into action with
greater passion to live lives of love and
Christ-exalting generosity. We know love
gives. We know Christ gave it all. And if we
truly want to live as Christ, we must grow
and even excel in the grace of giving. In
Titus 2, we see how Jesus changed our
purpose and outlook from selfishness to
selflessness: … Christ … gave himself for us
to redeem us from all wickedness and to
purify for himself a people that are his very
own, eager to do what is good.
Titus 2:13-14 NIV
And in Matthew 5:14-16 NIV, Jesus tells us
who we are and what our purpose is: “You
are the light of the world. A town built on
a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people
light a lamp and put it under a bowl.
Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives
light to everyone in the house. In the same
way, let your light shine before others, that
they may see your good deeds and glorify
your Father in heaven.”
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According to Matthew 5:
Who are you and why?

What are we to do with our light?

How do we let our light be seen or shine
before others?

How will you shine?

oppressed, then your light will rise in the
darkness, and your night will become
like the noonday. The Lord will guide
you always; he will satisfy your needs in
a sun-scorched land and will strengthen
your frame. You will be like a well-watered
garden, like a spring whose waters never
fail. Your people will rebuild the ancient
ruins and will raise up the age-old
foundations; you will be called Repairer
of Broken Walls, Restorer of Streets with
Dwellings.” Isaiah 58:6-12 NIV

Will you act justly and show mercy? Surely,
we all want to see the disadvantaged
treated with fairness and to give relief to
those who suffer daily. Sisters, it is time
to shine for Christ! We can be ministers
of mercy and agents of justice every day.
Christ came to live out justice, and He
gave us the Holy Spirit so we can follow
His example.
As you read Isaiah 58:6-12, printed here
for you, consider first what verse two of
this chapter said about the true state of
God’s people: For day after day they seek
me out; they seem eager to know my ways,
as if they were a nation that does what is
right and has not forsaken the commands
of its God. They ask me for just decisions
and seem eager for God to come near
them. (Isaiah 58:2 NIV) In other words, the
people seem righteous but their hearts
prove otherwise:

Go back and circle all of the righteous acts
the Father wants His people to be doing.
Then, write them down here:

Now, go back and underline every
blessing we receive and the names we are
given when we walk in His righteousness.
Write down some of your favorites.

“Is not this the kind of fasting I have
chosen: to loose the chains of injustice
and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the
oppressed free and break every yoke? Is
it not to share your food with the hungry
and to provide the poor wanderer with
shelter—when you see the naked, to clothe
them, and not to turn away from your own
flesh and blood?
Then your light will break forth like the
dawn, and your healing will quickly
appear; then your righteousness will go
before you, and the glory of the Lord will
be your rear guard. Then you will call,
and the Lord will answer; you will cry for
help, and he will say: Here am I. If you do
away with the yoke of oppression, with
the pointing finger and malicious talk,
and if you spend yourselves in behalf of
the hungry and satisfy the needs of the

Where do you see bondage? Break it in the
name of Jesus! Where do you see hunger
and thirst? Provide for it for God’s glory!
Where do you see the lonely? Befriend
them with hospitality! Who in your family
has a burden? Lift it in the grace of God!
Who are you quick to judge and speak a
word against? Bow low in humility and
pray blessings over them.
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Underline the instructions we are to follow
from the Scriptures below:

Jesus also said, “It is more blessed to give
than to receive” (Acts 20:35 NIV). As you
read the following passages, underline
what the generous do and circle what the
generous gain.

“‘When you reap the harvest of your land,
do not reap to the very edges of your field
or gather the gleanings of your harvest.
Leave them for the poor and for the
foreigner residing among you. I am the
Lord your God.’” Leviticus 23:22 NIV

The generous will themselves be blessed,
for they share their food with the poor.
Proverbs 22:9 NIV
Those who give to the poor will lack
nothing, but those who close their eyes to
them receive many curses.
Proverbs 28:27 NIV

Do not withhold good from those to whom
it is due, when it is in your power to act.
Proverbs 3:27 NIV
“Give to everyone who asks you, and if
anyone takes what belongs to you, do not
demand it back. Do to others as you would
have them do to you.” Luke 6:30-31 NIV

A generous person will prosper; whoever
refreshes others will be refreshed.
Proverbs 11:25 NIV
You will be enriched in every way so that
you can be generous on every occasion,
and through us your generosity will result
in thanksgiving to God.
2 Corinthians 9:11 NIV

Share with the Lord’s people who are in
need. Practice hospitality.
Romans 12:13 NIV
It’s important to note that our acts of
generosity should not be show-and-tell
events for everyone to see. Give the glory
to God, and true light will shine from your
good deeds. We don’t need to post our acts
of kindness on social media. We shouldn’t
group text our friends about how busy
we are because we’re making pies for the
homeless shelter. The act of giving is really
reward enough.

I was young and now I am old, yet I have
never seen the righteous forsaken or their
children begging bread. They are always
generous and lend freely; their children
will be a blessing. Psalm 37:25-26 NIV
So, where do we start? With all the great
needs in the world, who should we look
to first? Thankfully, the Bible has some
guidelines. Let’s quickly take a look at our
two God-given priorities.

Christ taught us the proper way to show
mercy when He said, “So when you give
to the needy, do not announce it with
trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and on the streets, to be
honored by others. Truly I tell you, they
have received their reward in full. But
when you give to the needy, do not let
your left hand know what your right hand
is doing, so that your giving may be in
secret. Then your Father, who sees what is
done in secret, will reward you.”
Matthew 6:2-4 NIV

1. Our earthly family: Anyone who does
not provide for their relatives, and
especially for their own household, has
denied the faith and is worse than an
unbeliever. 1 Timothy 5:8 NIV
2. Our spiritual family: Therefore, as we
have opportunity, let us do good to all
people, especially to those who belong
to the family of believers.
Galatians 6:10 NIV
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A B I D E BY T H E S P I R I T
Have you become overwhelmed by all the needs of this world and wonder how you
could ever make a difference? There is no need to panic or stress. The Holy Spirit will
guide your heart.
Write out a prayer here to express your desires, questions, and anything the Holy Spirit
may be stirring in your heart.

Marla: A Foot-Washing Sister
Everyone who has the privilege to meet Marla, a faithful wife and mother to five, knows
they’ve made an instant friend. Marla’s heart is always welcoming and alert to the needs
of others. Christ has transformed her story from one of brokenness to deep beauty and
wholeness. Not only can she pinpoint someone’s physical and material needs but she
is also perceptive about any relational and spiritual gaps. She always seeks out ways to
mentor and serve her younger sisters in Christ. I’ve watched her strive to fill these empty
spaces with love in every form. Marla’s washing feet by lavishing gifts of hospitality,
friendship, and generosity upon those God places in her path.

REACH OUT
“To all my fellow Yes, Buts: God said … forgive. Yes, but ...; Love your enemies. Yes, but
...; Do justice. Yes, but ...; Correct oppression. Yes, but ...; Restore the fallen. Yes, but ...; Be
angry and don’t sin. Yes, but ...; Don’t forsake assembling. Yes, but ...; It’s time to take our
buts off our yeses.” –Beth Moore
Who is God calling you to shine His love on? Who should you encourage? Who should
you share Jesus Christ with? Provide for materially? Mentor? Assist? Befriend? Visit?
Commit to pray for? Show honor to? Hold accountable? Listen to? Offer grace and
forgiveness to?
Write out any next step(s) you believe you are to take:
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WEEK THREE
The Call to Break Bread

VIDEO NOTES
Before beginning day one, remember to watch Amy’s week three teaching
video here: www.go2.lc/thecallwk3
Leaders, you can download this week’s discussion guide by visiting

www.go2.lc/thecall
I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one—I in
them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will
know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.
John 17:22-23 NIV
For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all
have the same function, so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member
belongs to all the others. We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of
us. … Romans 12:4-6 NIV (emphasis added)

Notes:
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Day One || Shared Fellowship

SEEK GOD
I want you woven into a tapestry of love, in touch with everything there is to know of
God. Then you will have minds confident and at rest, focused on Christ, God’s great
mystery. Colossians 2:2 MSG
Father, my great desire is to know You more and more—to be saturated with the fabric
of Your abundant heart and mind. Until I see Your glorious face, I will keep my gaze
on Heaven.

O B TA I N T R U T H
Jesus is the Bread of Life (John 6:35). He’s
the bread who was broken and given as
the perfect sacrifice to remove the sins of
all humanity. Bread broken. Given. Shared.
As Christians, we are called to “break
bread” with one another. As we study
this week, we will use the metaphor of
breaking bread to represent the power
and blessing of our connectedness to
one another as the Body of Christ.
And we’ll explore our calling through
following Christ’s example—sacrificing
for others and sharing the Good News
through our worship, ministries, prayer,
and generosity.
We aren’t called to walk alone; we are
called to share life with our spiritual
family. Scripture teaches that we should
have both a personal relationship with
Jesus and a shared relationship with
Jesus. There should not be Lone Ranger
Christians. For evidence of this truth, let’s
go to the first days of the Christian church
and see how they related with
one another.

They [Christ followers] devoted themselves
to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and to prayer.
Everyone was filled with awe at the many
wonders and signs performed by the
apostles. All the believers were together
and had everything in common. They
sold property and possessions to give to
anyone who had need. Every day they
continued to meet together in the temple
courts. They broke bread in their homes
and ate together with glad and sincere
hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor
of all the people. And the Lord added to
their number daily those who were being
saved. Acts 2:42-47 NIV
Perhaps you’ve experienced something
more like this version: The Christians were
devoted to themselves and occasionally
got to church when they had time. No one
was filled with awe because there were
no signs and wonders performed by the
believers. Very few of the believers were
together, and they had almost nothing in
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common because they had no real time
with each other. If they sold something,
they used the money to buy something
better for themselves. They ate on the run,
kept to themselves, and were too rushed
to enjoy one another or give praise to
God. They claimed to love God, but they
didn’t really love each other and felt very
empty and alone. As a result, most people
disliked them, and very few people were
ever saved. MRV (More Recent Version) by
Craig Groeschel.
The phrase “the best thing since sliced
bread” was a slogan from the company
Wonder Bread, the first manufacturer of
pre-wrapped, pre-sliced bread. In reality
though, what was, is, and will forever
be far better than sliced bread is the
breaking of bread, or fellowship, among
God’s children!

And breaking bread doesn’t happen by
accident. Remember what your mom
said? “If you want a friend, be a friend.”
Mom was right. She was agreeing with
Jesus. Jesus commands us to love each
other. We cannot possibly express our love
without taking the risk of stepping out and
into the mess of each other’s lives. I dare
you to take the risk–because we are called
to intimate, abundant friendship that is
found only in Christian koinonia.
Consider the following “one another”
biblical lessons we are given (all from
the NIV). Circle the ones you need major
improvement in. Write a name or note of
action beside those you circled.
“… Love one another …” John 13:34
Be devoted to one another … Honor one
another … Romans 12:10

Fellowship comes from the Greek word
koinonia which means “to share, to
participate in a common cause, or to
engage in social intercourse.” Essentially,
“fellowship” means “joint participation” or
“sharing something in common.”

Accept one another … Romans 15:7

Our faith fellowship is where we should
share our spiritual gifts, grow in our faith,
pray for one another, and hold each other
accountable. Consequently, our close
fellowship does not include those outside
our faith. As Scripture clearly teaches us,
Do not be yoked together with unbelievers.
For what do righteousness and wickedness
have in common? Or what fellowship can
light have with darkness? What harmony
is there between Christ and Belial [false
gods]? Or what does a believer have in
common with an unbeliever?
2 Corinthians 6:14-15 NIV

Submit to one another … Ephesians 5:21

… serve one another humbly in love.
Galatians 5:13
Be kind and compassionate to one
another ... Ephesians 4:32

… encourage one another and build each
other up … 1 Thessalonians 5:11
… spur one another on toward love …
Hebrews 10:24
Live in harmony with one another …
Romans 12:16
Offer hospitality to one another …
1 Peter 4:9
… one person sharpens another.
Proverbs 27:17

Have you ever been in a crowded room
and felt alone? This happens when we
fail to break the bread of fellowship.
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A B I D E BY T H E S P I R I T
I honestly cannot imagine where I would be without the community of Christ
followers God has blessed me with. These folks are my family, my brothers and sisters
in Christ who disciple me, rejoice with me, and carry my burdens with me. They go to
war for me in prayer. They strengthen and inspire my faith daily. They forgive and love
me without conditions. Like me, they aren’t perfect, but we are one in Christ Jesus, our
Bread of Life.
What areas of your life are you doing alone?

How do you include and engage with other Christ followers? Circle all that apply.
A. At your local church

D. A mentoring or accountability friend

B. Through small groups

E. Serving together

C. Casual lunches or coffee dates

F. Other

Have you ever avoided engaging with another believer or group of believers?
If so, why?

What are other Christians missing out on by your absence or lack of engagement?

I pray you are beginning to see both your untold value and great need for an ongoing,
shared fellowship!

REACH OUT
Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor: If either of
them falls down, one can help the other up. But pity anyone who falls and has no one to
help them up. Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm. But how can one keep
warm alone? Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of
three strands is not quickly broken. Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 NIV
Sisters, I encourage you to commit to a shared life of fellowship within the Body of
Christ. We desperately need each other! What next step do you need to take to deepen
your Christian fellowship?
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Day Two || Shared Worship

SEEK GOD
Open your heart and pour it out in a moment of quiet prayer. Breathe deeply and lay
down each burden you have been carrying. Your gracious and compassionate Father
will take them and hold you close.

O B TA I N T R U T H
The best place to find and engage in
koinonia, or fellowship, is within a local
church. From the very beginning days
of the Christian church, Christ followers
committed to meet together in public
worship. They met together in the temple
courts for the teaching of God’s Word,
prayer, and fellowship every day (Acts
2:46). Now, that’s some strong church
attendance. As Pastor Craig has often said,
“When you miss church, you miss a lot.”
By the way, I could not agree more!
Why do you think the believers had such a
strong desire to be together?

I grew up going to church. My fondest
moments were among my church family.
Attending church is where I learned
to know and love Jesus and the Bible.

It’s where I met my dearest friends,
discovered my gifts, and became a
contributor. It’s where I learned to put God
first in my finances with the tithe, live in
purity, and fully surrender my life. Some
say they don’t need or want to attend or
be involved in an organized church. I
suppose they don’t like its imperfection.
But Christ Jesus founded the Church,
so it’s incredibly important. Here are the
words Jesus spoke to His disciple, Peter:
“And I tell you that you are Peter, and
on this rock I will build my church, and
the gates of Hades will not overcome it.”
Matthew 16:18 NIV
Think about it. Here we are, more than
2,000 years later, and the Christian church
is alive and well! Christ deeply loves His
Church. As the Head of the Church, He
has joined all of us, His co-heirs, together
as a radiant bride to live and work in unity
for the glory of our Heavenly Father.
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The New Testament word “church” is a
translation of the Greek word ekklesia,
which means “called out.” The word
ekklesia can also be translated into English
as “assembly” and “congregation.” Ekklesia
is mentioned 110 times in the New
Testament. Called out. Isn’t that profound?
The Church has been called out of the
kingdom of darkness and called into the
Kingdom of Light! We’ve been called out
of individualism and into the family, the
ekklesia, of Christ.

Scriptures in the book of Ephesians. As
you read, you’ll realize the context of
Christ’s love for ekklesia is compared to
a husband’s love for his bride. You will
see the writer is giving instruction to
husbands. Nevertheless, observe and
underline all Christ does for His bride,
the Church.
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ
loved the church and gave himself up for
her to make her holy, cleansing her by the
washing with water through the word,
and to present her to himself as a radiant
church, without stain or wrinkle or any
other blemish, but holy and blameless. In
this same way, husbands ought to love
their wives as their own bodies. He who
loves his wife loves himself. After all, no
one ever hated their own body, but they
feed and care for their body, just as Christ
does the church—for we are members of
his body. Ephesians 5:25-30 NIV

And I wonder—how can there be true
koinonia (a fellowship in our faith), if not
through ekklesia? How could there be
provision and structure to our worship,
discipleship, fellowship, evangelism,
and missions, if not through appointed
leadership? If not the Church, then who?
Surely, the Father does not promote
anarchy. On the contrary, He empowers
and calls people to His Body, the Church,
and gives them authority to govern,
shepherd, and equip.

How did Christ love us, the Church?

Sisters, I love the Church! I’m stunned by
the beauty and power of it! I love each
local church that is part of the global
Church. We are the assembly, or ekklesia,
of God’s chosen children. We’re the
Heavenly Family and His holy and
royal masterpiece.

What was the result of this sacrificial love?

How does Christ nurture His Church?

Write out a prayer to the Father, expressing
your heart for Him and His Church.

Let’s look at how our Savior feels about
and cares for His ekklesia through some
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A B I D E BY T H E S P I R I T
My sister in Christ, how much would you say you love the Church? What evidence
reveals this love?

On a the following scale, circle where you think you fall:
I’ve been apathetic.
I’m loving it more and more.

I’ve loved it a little.
I’m all in with deep and sincere love.

What do you think your community would be like if there were no Christian churches?

Come and hear, all you who fear God; let me tell you what he has done for me.
Psalm 66:16 NIV
What has Christ done for you through His people, the Church?

REACH OUT
And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not
giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one
another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. Hebrews 10:24-25 NIV
Will you commit to encourage other believers to become and stay planted in a local
church? Write down one name of someone to whom you will give this encouragement:
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Day Three || Shared Ministry

SEEK GOD
Glorious Father! You are able to do immeasurably more than all I could ask or imagine
because of Your great power at work within us, your Church. Together, in agreement
with
(name someone who is praying
with you for something), I ask You to
. Amazing Father, I look forward to discovering the ways
You do more than I ever dreamed possible. All glory to You in the Church and in Christ
Jesus throughout all generations, forever and always! Amen. (Adapted from
Ephesians 3:20-21)

O B TA I N T R U T H
Today, I want to look at how each of
us have been given spiritual gifts and
a calling to walk in shared ministry. To
begin, we should consider that the word
for ministry in New Testament Greek is
diakonia, which means to serve, or to
wait tables. The Apostle Peter understood
this when he wrote the following about
the ministry of the Church: Each of you
should use whatever gift you have received
to serve others, as faithful stewards of
God’s grace in its various forms. If anyone
speaks, they should do so as one who
speaks the very words of God. If anyone
serves, they should do so with the strength
God provides, so that in all things God may
be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be
the glory and the power for ever and ever.
Amen. 1 Peter 4:10-11 NIV
What are your gifts for?

As a servant of Christ, you’ve been
entrusted with gifts from the Holy Spirit.
These gifts are not for you. They are to
be shared to serve other believers. When
we minister in and from the power of
the Holy Spirit, there’s no room for pride,
comparison, or selfish ambition. All we do
is for the benefit of others.
Simultaneously, you can humbly benefit
from the service or ministry of others as
they seek to serve you. Your unique gifts
complement your sister’s giftedness—
even if it is the same gifting! And when
you come together and depend on the
Holy Spirit—watch out, world!
Now, let’s study 1 Corinthians 12. This
chapter powerfully illustrates how we, the
Church, are designed to minister together.
Underline key words that stand out to you.
There are different kinds of gifts, but the
same Spirit distributes them. There are
different kinds of service, but the same
Lord. There are different kinds of working,
but in all of them and in everyone it is
the same God at work. Now to each one
the manifestation [outward display] of
the Spirit is given for the common good.

How should you use your gifts?

Who should receive the glory?
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with special honor. And the parts that are
unpresentable are treated with special
modesty, while our presentable parts need
no special treatment. But God has put the
body together, giving greater honor to the
parts that lacked it, so that there should be
no division in the body, but that its parts
should have equal concern for each other.
If one part suffers, every part suffers with it;
if one part is honored, every part rejoices
with it.

To one there is given through the Spirit a
message of wisdom, to another a message
of knowledge by means of the same Spirit,
to another faith by the same Spirit, to
another gifts of healing by that one Spirit,
to another miraculous powers, to another
prophecy, to another distinguishing
between spirits, to another speaking in
different kinds of tongues, and to still
another the interpretation of tongues. All
these are the work of one and the same
Spirit, and he distributes them to each one,
just as he determines.

Now you are the body of Christ, and each
one of you is a part of it. And God has
placed in the church first of all apostles
[one speaking messages for God], second
prophets [one sent as a messenger for
God], third teachers [one who instructs],
then miracles [one who does marvelous
acts empowered by God], then gifts
of healing [one empowered to heal],
of helping [one empowered to give
assistance], of guidance [one empowered
to lead others], and of different kinds
of tongues [one gifted in foreign or
spiritual language]. Are all apostles? Are
all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work
miracles? Do all have gifts of healing? Do
all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? Now
eagerly desire the greater gifts. …
1 Corinthians 12:4-31 NIV (Bracketed notes
are mine, from looking up each word in
the original Greek.)

Just as a body, though one, has many
parts, but all its many parts form one
body, so it is with Christ. For we were all
baptized by one Spirit so as to form one
body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or
free—and we were all given the one Spirit
to drink. Even so the body is not made up
of one part but of many. Now if the foot
should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do
not belong to the body,” it would not for
that reason stop being part of the body.
And if the ear should say, “Because I am
not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it
would not for that reason stop being part
of the body. If the whole body were an eye,
where would the sense of hearing be? If
the whole body were an ear, where would
the sense of smell be? But in fact God has
placed the parts in the body, every one of
them, just as he wanted them to be. If they
were all one part, where would the body
be? As it is, there are many parts, but
one body.

We are each essential parts of Christ’s
body. What each of us does through the
love and power of Christ, no matter how
seemingly small, is always significant. I
need you, and you need me. We belong to
each other. We need each other. United as
one, we suffer together, rejoice together,
and share ministry together. May we
choose to live as broken bread, given out
for one another.

The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t
need you!” And the head cannot say to the
feet, “I don’t need you!” On the contrary,
those parts of the body that seem to be
weaker are indispensable, and the parts
that we think are less honorable we treat
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A B I D E BY T H E S P I R I T
Jesus organized and led His twelve disciples and other followers to go out together to
do Kingdom work. Luke’s gospel explains what Jesus did: After this the Lord appointed
seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to every town and place
where he was about to go. He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are
few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”
Luke 10:1-2 NIV
The harvest is great: What does this say to your heart?

The workers are few: What Kingdom work(s) do you participate in?

Ask the Lord to send out workers: Will you pray for more believers to step up and help?
Whom will you invite to share in your ministry work?

Our gracious Father has created a space and place for each of us in the body of Christ.
Maybe you feel unneeded. Friend, God doesn’t create redundancies! Maybe you feel
inadequate—like others would do a better job than you—but no one else can serve
God for you. There are people whom you have been specifically called and designed
to reach, support, and influence. You are the only one who can offer your Spiritempowered gifts back to God for His Church! Maybe it seems like there are already
enough people who are kind and friendly greeters at your church. But they can’t do it
like you can! Maybe someone else could do a smidge better at your job, but they are
not assigned there today—you are! Maybe other moms look better at ministering to
and nurturing their kids, but your children were uniquely chosen for you to love and
train up. And remember, you don’t have to do any of this alone! Seek the supportive
help of other believers, and watch as you all begin to grow and flourish.
I believe teaching and mercy are two of my dominant gifts. I love to study the Word
and tell whoever will listen about its greatness and meaning. And I’m thrilled when
I can respond to others’ needs with compassion and serve them. However, I have
always longed for the gift of encouragement, or exhortation. Encouragers are some
of the most enjoyable people to be around. They make you feel great about life and
yourself! But if I compare my gifts with others, it takes the focus off God and places it
on me, and I do not want to live that way. Instead, I will choose to thank God for my
encouraging friends and embrace the various ways the Father has uniquely called and
equipped me. I will also seek to work alongside others with different and similar gifts
so that we may glorify God together.
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Are you in a season of insecurity about something God has for you to do? If so, write
down a truth to encourage you from today’s Scriptures.

How are you engaged as an ongoing contributor in your church congregation? If
you’re not serving in any capacity yet, what is holding you back?

What ministry area would best suit your gifts?

What do you need to begin, or continue, to go forward in ministry with greater
confidence and dependency on God?

God had specific plans for you when He chose and placed you in His family. He
knows exactly how you fit into His tapestry design. Embrace your God-given gifts
and roles. And remember, all the parts of His body are absolutely necessary. The body
of Christ is designed for breathtaking, world-shaking greatness! Jesus + you and
me = a masterpiece!

REACH OUT
Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought
back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with
everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him,
through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. Hebrews 13:20-21 NIV
Is there someone (or a group of people) you believe God is leading you to engage in
some form of ministry with? Prayerfully consider this. Write down your thoughts or
answer here:
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Day Four || Shared Generosity

SEEK GOD
Humble yourself before your generous Father. Magnify and worship Him for His
generous love and all the blessings in your life. Abandon yourself wholly to Him. Be still
and experience His presence in quiet prayer.

O B TA I N T R U T H
The Kingdom of God’s economy is an
otherworldly and supernatural system.
God’s economy is upside down, or rather,
right-side up, compared to this world’s.
The world says if you give, you lose
what you had and will have to work hard
to make up for it—plus be sure to keep
track of your giving for any possible tax
deductions because there should always
be something in it for you. However, as
citizens of the unshakable Kingdom of
God, we are called to outrageously joyful,
shared generosity that won’t always make
sense but will always require our love
and faith.

from time to time those who owned land
or houses sold them, brought the money
from the sales and put it at the apostles’
feet, and it was distributed to anyone who
had need. Acts 4:32-35 NIV
Please answer the following questions
based on the Acts 4 text:
How many believers were of one heart
and mind?

How many held onto their own
possessions?

Scripture says if we give all we have to
the poor but lack love, it gains us nothing
(1 Corinthians 13:3). Love, then, must
be both a feeling and an action—in that
order. Authentic, outrageous generosity is
conceived in a heart that’s been touched
by the loving grace and goodness of God.

How many had the powerful work of God’s
grace in them?

How many needy believers ended up
among them?

In the early Church, we see the shared
generosity I’m referring to: All the
believers were one in heart and mind. No
one claimed that any of their possessions
was their own, but they shared everything
they had. … And God’s grace was so
powerfully at work in them all that there
were no needy persons among them. For

How often were land or homes sold and
the profit given?

Who distributed the resources?
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Do you see why I used the word
outrageous? Did you see how they had a
shared, organized method? Undoubtedly,
this kind of unity and others-focused
living is what brought the powerful work
of God’s favor into their lives. What do you
think this felt like to them emotionally?

“Give, and it will be given to you. A good
measure, pressed down, shaken together
and running over, will be poured into your
lap. For with the measure you use, it will be
measured to you.” Luke 6:38 NIV
Lesson:
If anyone has material possessions and
sees a brother or sister in need but has no
pity on them, how can the love of God be
in that person? 1 John 3:17 NIV

Did you notice everyone shared, not just
those who had the most? And this shared
generosity met real needs. Why do I bother
to say this? Because there must be wisdom
to discern between need, lifestyle desires,
laziness, enabling, and just plain greed.

Lesson:
Shifting gears, let’s look at the supernatural
side of what can happen when we give
what little we have. Jesus’ disciples
were tired and hungry after a full day of
ministry, and they said to Jesus:

Years ago, some friends asked us to
consider giving to a middle-aged,
employed man who lived in a wealthy
neighborhood and drove a luxury
vehicle because he was in danger of
having his car repossessed. We did not
contribute. More than once we’ve had
to stop contributing to individuals when
it became clear our help was actually
hurting. So, let me be clear: Not all giving
is advisable, wise, and helpful. Not all
“need” is need. And yet, sometimes the
Holy Spirit will help you discern when to
give graciously anyway.

“Send the people away so that they can
go to the surrounding countryside and
villages and buy themselves something
to eat.” But he answered, “You give them
something to eat.” They said to him, “That
would take more than half a year’s wages!
Are we to go and spend that much on
bread and give it to them to eat?” “How
many loaves do you have?” he asked. “Go
and see.” When they found out, they said,
“Five–and two fish.” Then Jesus directed
them to have all the people sit down in
groups on the green grass. So they sat
down in groups of hundreds and fifties.
Taking the five loaves and the two fish
and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks
and broke the loaves. Then he gave them
to his disciples to distribute to the people.
He also divided the two fish among them
all. They all ate and were satisfied, and
the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls
of broken pieces of bread and fish. The
number of the men who had eaten was
five thousand. Mark 6:36-44 NIV

At Life.Church we often say, “We will lead
the way with irrational generosity, because
we truly believe it is more blessed to give
than to receive.” And Scripture is full of
messages about being generous. Let’s read
just a small sample of them, and in the
space provided, write down the key lesson
they teach.
A generous person will prosper; whoever
refreshes others will be refreshed.
Proverbs 11:25 NIV
Lesson:
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Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly
will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
generously will also reap generously. Each
of you should give what you have decided
in your heart to give, not reluctantly
or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you
abundantly, so that in all things at all times,
having all that you need, you will abound
in every good work. As it is written: “They
have freely scattered their gifts to the poor;
their righteousness endures forever.”

Have you ever noticed a need and cried
out to God to please help? What if the Holy
Spirit is trying to whisper back to you, “You
give them something ...”
Maybe your knee-jerk reply would be
something like, “Me? How? The need is too
great! What could I possibly do?” But what
if the Spirit said, “What do you already
have? Go and see.” Did you notice the
disciples didn’t have any food? They had
to ask those around them for help. It was
shared generosity. Don’t forget one of your
greatest assets is the people around you.
The miracle of multiplication happened
after it was generously given, lifted up in
thanks, broken, and shared.

Now he [God] who supplies seed to the
sower and bread for food will also supply
and increase your store of seed and will
enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.
You will be enriched in every way so that
you can be generous on every occasion,
and through us your generosity will result
in thanksgiving to God.

Not only did everyone get to eat, but
everyone ate a satisfying meal with twelve
basketfuls of leftovers! One more thing
before we move on. Why did Jesus have
the disciples organize the people into
groups, then ask them to pass out the
food? Maybe part of the reason was to
provide us a practical example to follow.
No doubt, providing for those in need on a
larger scale is complicated and physically
demanding on our own. I wear myself
out simply feeding my small crew in my
own kitchen! When it came time for my
daughters’ wedding receptions, you better
believe I enlisted an army of helpers!
Remember, we are called to shared
fellowship and ministry.

This service that you perform is not
only supplying the needs of the Lord’s
people but is also overflowing in many
expressions of thanks to God. Because
of the service by which you have proved
yourselves, others will praise God for
the obedience that accompanies your
confession of the gospel of Christ, and for
your generosity in sharing with them and
with everyone else. And in their prayers for
you their hearts will go out to you, because
of the surpassing grace God has given you.
2 Corinthians 9:6-14 NIV

Paul reminds us of our need for one
another below. Underline the words that
show what our hearts should be like, and
circle the words that show blessings.

55

A B I D E BY T H E S P I R I T
Who among you is in need? What do you have in your basket? Go and see. What do
you have that needs to be broken before God in thankful worship and given out to
bless other believers?
What do you know about the shared giving and ministries supported by Life.Church
or your local church? Check out www.life.church/lifemissions to discover how your
contributions to Life.Church are put to work to serve communities in need, both
locally and globally. It is well worth your time!
What does your LifeGroup or small group do together regarding shared generosity?
Here are some ideas for your group: repair a home, landscape a yard, clean up after
storms, support or volunteer with a local mission partner, give a car, fund adoptions,
provide respite care for foster parents, celebrate someone’s victory, pay for funeral
expenses, provide meals, etc. This list could go on and on! Last year, my girls’
LifeGroup sent a care package to a grieving family who lives out of town.
Shared generosity has a beautiful and powerful impact resulting in praise to God.

REACH OUT
Take a moment to think about the different ways your group can give.
Our time

Our belongings

Our skills

Our energy

Our wisdom

Our finances

Pray and look for ways to contribute to a need as a group.
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Day Five || Partners in Prayer

SEEK GOD
While pursuing the Father in prayer, give Him thanks for all of your relationships. Thank
Him for the enjoyable ones and the challenging ones. Seek to live out of His love.

O B TA I N T R U T H
children have been injured, someone
capable of handling the drama has been
nearby—thank you, Super Craig! I am
incredibly grateful for people who know
how to bind wounds and calm bystanders.
Although I am certain I would fail nursing
school, you can count on me to know who
to call when in need. So, when a crisis hits,
you can find me gathering people into a
prayer huddle. I have learned the best way
we can truly help is to call on God to help.
I know that help is on the way when we
gather to pray.

As you read the following passage written
by Paul to the Church in Corinth, circle
what the Christians shared, and underline
what they endured and felt:
And our hope for you is firm, because
we know that just as you share in our
sufferings, so also you share in our
comfort. We do not want you to be
uninformed, brothers and sisters, about the
troubles we experienced in the province
of Asia. We were under great pressure, far
beyond our ability to endure, so that we
despaired of life itself. Indeed, we felt we
had received the sentence of death. But
this happened that we might not rely on
ourselves but on God, who raises the dead.
He has delivered us from such a deadly
peril, and he will deliver us again.

And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with
all kinds of prayers and requests. With
this in mind, be alert and always keep on
praying for all the Lord’s people.
Ephesians 6:18 NIV
Prayer excites me. Knowing the Lord is
thrilling. And lifting up others in prayer
may be one of my greatest honors in life.
But praying in agreement with fellow
believers is incredibly special. Partnering
in prayer builds my faith and expands
my heart.

Now, circle how Paul and his companions
were helped:
On him we have set our hope that he
will continue to deliver us, as you help
us by your prayers. Then many will give
thanks on our behalf for the gracious favor
granted us in answer to the prayers of
many. 2 Corinthians 1:7-11 NIV

Yes, praying alone is important, but let’s
also look at what the Word of God teaches
us about the importance of partnering
in prayer.

I am not a good rescuer. So, if you ever
need a first responder, just remember:
don’t call me! Thankfully, when my
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Open your Bible or Bible App to Acts 12:119. Here you will find the account of Peter
being imprisoned after the tragic death of
James, brother to John.

Name some types of healing and other
benefits that confession and praying for
each other could have.

How did the believers respond to Peter’s
dire situation?
… we constantly pray for you, that our God
may make you worthy of his calling, and
that by his power he may bring to fruition
your every desire for goodness and your
every deed prompted by faith. We pray this
so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be
glorified in you, and you in him …
2 Thessalonians 1:11-12 NIV

How can you follow their example?

How did the believers respond to Peter’s
appearance at their door?

What does this teach you?

List the three things Paul and his friends
prayed for the believers in Thessalonica:
1.
What does the following verse convey to
you? “… For where two or three gather in
my name, there am I with them.”
Matthew 18:20 NIV

2.
3.
How often did they pray for these
believers?

What was the intended goal of all these
requests?

Therefore confess your sins to each other
and pray for each other so that you may be
healed. … James 5:16 NIV

A B I D E BY T H E S P I R I T
As followers of Christ, we are called to a committed prayer partnership. It’s an essential
way we love, connect, and serve each other. Galatians 6:2 NIV tells us, “Carry each
other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.”
When prayer requests are being given, please consider the following Scripture when
tempted to over-spiritualize someone’s pain by trying to encourage them to “just
look to Jesus,” “rejoice in all circumstances,” or “worship your way through the battle.”
Although those are excellent truths to live by, sometimes we should simply “mourn
with those who mourn.” (See Romans 12:15.)
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Do you have regular prayer partners? If so, write the group(s) and/or person’s name here:

How often do you pray together?
A. daily

B. weekly

C. monthly

D.

What specific things do you pray for?

Do you need to change anything about your prayer partnership to help it improve? If
so, how?

Spend a moment thanking the Father for your prayer partners and ask for ideas to
grow in shared prayer.

Sam: A Breaking-Bread Brother
My incredible dad recently texted these thoughts to his LifeGroup: “Driving to work
Tuesday on a back road in a downpour of cold rain (which later became ice), I saw
about 40-50 cows closely huddled together near the fence closest to the road. They
probably knew something worse was coming and were preparing to face it together. For
some reason I was reminded of our LifeGroup. When hard times happen, it’s good and
right that we draw closer together. We are a family, and we need each other more than
we realize. And that’s why we will huddle around and fight passionately with Robert
and Lori, Janet and Mitch, Saundra, and anyone else who is up against it. This is why,
together, we will pray for them, help and support them, and surround them with love
and encouragement no matter what!”

REACH OUT
And when he [Jesus] had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four
elders fell down before the Lamb [Jesus], each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of
incense, which are the prayers of the saints. Revelation 5:8 ESV
Sisters, how beautiful is this? Our unified prayers become incense, filling heavenly,
golden bowls! I hope this image provokes you into deeper, more earnest, and more
unified prayer. Imagine how much aroma you’ve added on behalf of other people.
Would you please pray and seek direction on who to join or invite to times of shared
prayer? If you know what your next step is, go ahead and do it. I can’t wait to see what
God does through your prayers!

59

WEEK FOUR
The Call to Go Fish

VIDEO NOTES
Before beginning day one, remember to watch Amy’s week four teaching
video here: www.go2.lc/thecallwk4
Leaders, you can download this week’s discussion guide by visiting

www.go2.lc/thecall
“… go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded
you.” … Matthew 28:19-20 NIV (emphasis added)
“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to
mankind by which we must be saved.” Acts 4:12 NIV (emphasis added)
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation
to everyone who believes … Romans 1:16 NIV (emphasis added)
But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with
gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously
against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.
1 Peter 3:15-16 NIV
How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe
in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone
preaching to them? And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written:
“How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” Romans 10:14-15 NIV

Notes:
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Day One || Go

SEEK GOD
Enter into a time of quiet prayer. Be restored by these whispered words from the
heavenly Father:
Precious child, come and draw near to Me. Lean in and know that your whole heart is
what I seek. Each new day I give you is an opportunity to devote it back to Me. Yesterdays
are gone. Leave them and take My hand to live out each moment. I am with you. I will
never leave you. I will guide you. Turn your heart fully to Me. My love for you is endless–
beginning before I laid down the foundations of the earth. Trust in My faithfulness. Look
to Me in all things. I am your strength.
(James 4:8, Jeremiah 29:13, Isaiah 41:10, Hebrews 13:5, Psalm 32:8, Ephesians 1:4,
1 Corinthians 1:9)

O B TA I N T R U T H
The words of Jesus in Matthew 4:19 NIV
are at the top of my favorite sayings:
“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will
send you out to fish for people.” These
words convey beautiful truths. First, we
see Jesus invites mere men (unschooled
men at that!) to accompany him. These
ordinary fishermen were sought out by
the King of kings. Secondly, it’s stunning
that Jesus asked them to join Him on the
most epic “fish” hunt that ever will be—the
pursuit of reconciling people back to
the heart of their Creator. It’s no small
wonder they left everything they knew
to follow Jesus!
And their calling to follow Jesus was
only beginning. Consider Jesus’ final
assignment to his disciples:
Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee,
to the mountain where Jesus had told
them to go. When they saw him, they
worshiped him; but some doubted. Then
Jesus came to them and said, “All authority
in heaven and on earth has been given to
me. Therefore go and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded you. And

surely I am with you always, to the very
end of the age.” Matthew 28:16-20 NIV
Jesus’ final instructions convey passion
and purpose. Simple humans are called
to go! Notice the doubt some had. History
proves those doubts were fleeting! Notice
Jesus has been given all authority. Do you
realize that when you are “in Christ,” you
have full access to serve in His authority
and mighty name?
Sister, the same call is whispered to you.
Go! Surrender any doubts and fears you
have and press into the call to go! You are
not called to hide your faith; you have
been called to proclaim it! You are a child
of light to this dark world! Jesus didn’t just
save you from your sins; He assigned you
a Great Commission. Look over His own
words to you here:
“You are the light of the world. A town
built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither
do people light a lamp and put it under a
bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and
it gives light to everyone in the house. In
the same way, let your light shine before
others, that they may see your good
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.”
Matthew 5:14-16 NIV
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A B I D E BY T H E S P I R I T
Sisters, my spirit has a sense of urgency. Life is short. So many people need hope,
freedom, and most of all, salvation through Jesus Christ! Are you letting your light shine?
No more excuses. I’m fired up with passion and want to ignite your heart with it, too!
At Life.Church, we will do anything short of sin to reach those who don’t know Christ.
We may not be able to reach everyone, but we can reach one. My prayer is that we
will no longer sit idly by when there is someone who needs Jesus, the source of our
freedom. I pray we would no longer be content to study God’s Word while neglecting
to include someone who lacks spiritual support. I pray we rid ourselves of half-hearted,
unfocused, and self-centered living and pursue Christ with all we are. We have a
mission! I pray you’ll join me on this journey. I pray we will want more of Him and less
of this world, more faith in action and less idle talk, more looking outward and less
inward focus. May we reach out with the love of Jesus—one sister at a time.
It’s simple, but it leads to such profound results. Follow me, Sisters! Let’s passionately
live out the Great Commission (Mark 16:15) of Christ! Let’s reach one and teach one.
Name some ways people can see the light of Christ in you.

Name someone in need of knowing Christ whom you’ve reached out to in the
past month.

Name someone in need of a growing relationship in Christ whom you’ve supported in
the past month.

I’m not trying to guilt you or praise you by asking these questions. My prayer is that
the Holy Spirit will give you self-awareness and ignite a greater passion in your heart.

REACH OUT
But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with
gentleness and respect ... 1 Peter 3:15 NIV
Are you regularly sharing Christ with someone far from Him? If not, what roadblocks do
you need to overcome to become better at sharing Christ?
Check any that apply:
 Shyness or fear of offending people
 Feeling unprepared
 Making assumptions about someone’s faith
 Being around mostly Christian people
 Having a busy schedule or distractions
What can you do to share Christ’s offer of salvation more often? Be prepared to share
your salvation story. You’ll also want to know some foundational Scriptures that explain
the need for the gift of salvation. (See Romans 3:23, Romans 6:23, James 2:10, and
Ephesians 2:8-9.)
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Day Two || Fishing T.I.P.S.

SEEK GOD
Father, deepen my understanding of who You are and what You have done for me.
Remove any wrong beliefs and broken thinking in me. Use this time to speak to my heart
and to advance the Kingdom.

O B TA I N T R U T H
When we look at the way Jesus lived, we
learn the way to truly love people. We learn
ways (or tips) to show people the Father.
We learn how to fish for men. Today, let’s
examine an unconventional conversation
Jesus had and what we can do because
of it. Start by looking up and reading
John 4:5-8.

Who knew there are so many fishing
methods! But all of those methods require
intentional, focused effort. On the flip
side, how many fish could be caught by
accident or without any planning?
Now for some interesting learning and
practical insight, we will lightly explore
these fish-catching methods.

Before we continue with the text, let’s be
clear. What physical state was Jesus in?

• Hand-gathering: The methods here
vary from noodling (just stick your
hand down the catfish’s throat),
tramping (yeah, you step on them
first), binning (hit a rock in a stream
with a sledgehammer that stuns
the fish nearby), diving, and trouttickling. Ha! Yes, tickling! (For the
record, I am not suggesting we step
on or stick our hands down people’s
throats. Hang with me!)

Now, read John 4:9-10. What did Jesus do
with His practical need?

Finish the story by reading John 4:11-26.
Why was Jesus was willing to speak to a
woman—a sinful Samaritan woman? Give
as many reasons as you can think of:

• Spearfishing: Targeting and
catching the prey one-by-one, this
method varies by the type of spear.
This could be a trident (think the
Little Mermaid’s dad), a harpoon,
a sling-spear, a bow and arrow, a
speargun, or a pole-spear.

The methods of leading people to Christ,
The Living Water, can be as varied as the
techniques of fishing. I never would’ve
known the diversity of fishing without
Google. Essentially, there are five main
types of fishing techniques: handgathering, spearfishing, netting, angling,
and trapping.

• Netting: There are ten main types
of fishing nets that range greatly
in size and shape. Netting is one
of the primary methods used in
commercial fishing.
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• Angling: Maybe, like me, you have
experienced fishing by angling.
This is any method involving the
use of “angles” or hooks with bait.
The hooks are attached to a line,
which is usually weighted to sink
the line down in the water. There
are more than 20 angling methods
used worldwide.

… I have made myself a slave to everyone,
to win as many as possible. To the Jews I
became like a Jew, to win the Jews. ... To
the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I
have become all things to all people so that
by all possible means I might save some. I
do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I
may share in its blessings.
1 Corinthians 9:19-23 NIV
(emphasis added)

• Trapping: Traps are often handmade
devices formed from wooden planks,
constructing dams, or baskets. Traps
are strategically set up and placed
with baits to attract specific prey.

What did Paul become like to gain souls
for Christ? Circle all that are true:
A. A slave/servant
B. Jew-like

What if we stretched our limited thinking
and dove out of our comfort zones
into new fishing waters or new fishing
methods? What would it look like if you
were known to do anything short of sin to
reach people who don’t know Christ? The
Apostle Paul was a “do anything short of
sin to reach people” kind of guy. Consider
his extreme methods when he wrote:

C. weak
D. all things
Paul was willing to use any and all means
possible to win people for the glory of the
gospel. Are you?

A B I D E BY T H E S P I R I T
Maybe, like me, you need some help knowing how to go fish. Here are some simple
T.I.P.S. we can use to share the goodness of our Savior:
• Tell: Share your personal story of how you came to know Christ. Give examples
of how your life has changed as you have grown in your faith. Be prepared to
explain what Jesus did for you and how much He loves all of us. As Paul says:
How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they
believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without
someone preaching to them? And how can anyone preach unless they are
sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”
Romans 10:14-15 NIV
• Invite: Or even better, bring! Just say, “Come see!” like the Samaritan woman who
invited others to know Jesus after she met Him. Then, leaving her water jar, the
woman went back to the town and said to the people, “Come, see a man who told
me everything I ever did. Could this be the Messiah?” They came out of the town
and made their way toward him. John 4:28-30 NIV
• Pray: Participate in the power of praying for the lost. Pray faith-filled prayers for
our God to open blind eyes of wandering souls searching for the love, hope, and
freedom that’s only found in Christ! Pray like there is no tomorrow for them. Paul
expressed his active concern for need of salvation when he said, “My heart’s desire
and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved.” (Romans 10:1 NIV)
Paul not only preached the good news but also prayed for hearts to receive it.
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• Show: Show people the goodness, power, and grace of Jesus by the way you live.
Sisters, if we talk the talk without walking the walk, it’s time to be silent. Talk is
cheap if it’s not backed by authentic living. Our examples are invaluable. Show
your genuine care for others and live out your faith. So, go, get creative, be willing
to get a little messy, and reach out to someone who doesn’t know Jesus.
Like trapping or netting, maybe one of your Gospel telling methods could be
permanently set in place for God to use while you go on your way. Maybe you could
master the gift of inviting, like angling, where you wisely use the right lures and know
when and how to engage the spiritually hungry. Like spearfishing, maybe you should
select someone specific to commit to winning for Christ through prayer. And I hope
we all will be like the hand-gatherer and win over people through our relationship with
them because they see and are inspired by our example.
Jesus gave a powerful example when He demonstrated that the Living Water is for
everyone: … his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a woman.
But no one asked, “What do you want?” or “Why are you talking with her?” (John 4:27
NIV) So let’s not limit ourselves as to who we will or won’t share Christ with, pray for, or
invite along on our faith journey. No one is a hopeless cause. Have faith, and go fishing.

REACH OUT
No more excuses! Remember, on the day at the well in Samaria, Jesus was physically
hungry, thirsty, and tired. Yet we saw Jesus overcome the weakness of His flesh to reveal
Himself as the Messiah to someone in need. No circumstance was going to stop His
love and mission! We need the passion and focus that Jesus shows us here:
Meanwhile his disciples urged him [Jesus], “Rabbi, eat something.” But he said to them,
“I have food to eat that you know nothing about.” Then his disciples said to each other,
“Could someone have brought him food?” “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him
who sent me and to finish his work. Don’t you have a saying, ‘It’s still four months until
harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. Even
now the one who reaps draws a wage and harvests a crop for eternal life, so that the
sower and the reaper may be glad together.” John 4:31-36 NIV
When we realize that doing the will of our Father is more satisfying than feeding our
bellies, nothing will stop us from revealing the Good News to the people we encounter.
I pray we will open our eyes and look around at the souls ready for the seeds of God’s
Word! Write down the names of those you will tell, invite, pray for, and/or show the
Gospel to:
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Day Three || Bold and Courageous

SEEK GOD
Father, give me a revelation from Your Word today. Ignite in me a passion to tell others
about You. Interrupt me. Awaken me. Lord, place unbelievers in my path so I can share
Your life and love.

O B TA I N T R U T H
“Whoever acknowledges me before
others, I will also acknowledge before my
Father in heaven. But whoever disowns
me before others, I will disown before my
Father in heaven. Do not suppose that I
have come to bring peace to the earth. I
did not come to bring peace, but a sword.
For I have come to turn ‘a man against his
father, a daughter against her mother, a
daughter-in-law against her mother-inlaw—a man’s enemies will be the members
of his own household.’ Anyone who loves
their father or mother more than me is not
worthy of me; anyone who loves their son
or daughter more than me is not worthy
of me. Whoever does not take up their
cross and follow me is not worthy of me.
Whoever finds their life will lose it, and
whoever loses their life for my sake will
find it.” Matthew 10:32-39 NIV

“I [Jesus] am sending you out like sheep
among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as
snakes and as innocent as doves.”
Matthew 10:16 NIV
If we’re going to “go fish” among wolves, it
is going to take great conviction, courage,
and boldness. Going out among wolves
doesn’t sound like a quaint little Christian
picnic, does it? Jesus instructs us to be
shrewd. This word in the Greek is basically
saying, “Be smart and wise.” He also tells
us to go out in purity. We’re not to get
polluted by the sinfulness of the world.
Remember, many wolves are disguised
as God’s sheep. So, without a discerning
and prayerful spirit, you will not always
recognize them (see Matthew 7:15).
Truly, fishing for Jesus is not always like a
walk in the park. Look at what Jesus says
in Matthew 10:
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When we believe and receive Christ Jesus
as Lord, we are called to surrender boldly
to Him. Christ calls us to a courageous
devotion to Him that’s willing to lose the
love and support of our earthly families.

• Why do you think the rich man seems to
accept being in a place of torment?

Ready to take up your cross? Let’s pray for
one another to be bold and to say the right
words with those who need Christ. We
know the Apostle Paul needed this help,
too, because he asked: And pray for me,
too. Ask God to give me the right words
so I can boldly explain God’s mysterious
plan that the Good News is for Jews and
Gentiles alike. Ephesians 6:19 NLT

• Why is Lazarus not sent to warn the
five brothers?

• What lesson(s) does this story teach you?

I want to fuel our urgency for sharing the
Good News! To do this, it’s important to
understand the bad news: without Jesus,
precious friends are forced to spend
eternity in Hell—separated from God. Our
concern for the eternal state of lost people
should give us courage and boldness.

Apostles Peter and John boldly preached
to the Sanhedrin, declaring, “Salvation is
found in no one else, for there is no other
name under heaven given to mankind
by which we must be saved.” [Hear the
boldness?] When they saw the courage
of Peter and John and realized that they
were unschooled, ordinary men, they were
astonished and they took note that these
men had been with Jesus. Acts 4:12-13 NIV

Create a list of descriptive words for Hell
found in the following Scriptures: Luke
16:19-31; Matthew 25:31-46. Look them
up in the YouVersion Bible App or in
your Bible.
Hell is:

Where did their courage and boldness
come from?

Go back to Luke 16:27-28.
• Why is the rich man in Hell?
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A B I D E BY T H E S P I R I T
Make no mistake, Hell is as real a place as Heaven. Maybe like me, you have heard
people say, “How could a good and loving God send people to suffer in such an awful
place?” At first this looks like a clever question. But its logic quickly falls apart. Sisters, I
want you to be equipped and ready to answer objections about the reality of Hell.
To begin with, please remember, our glorious Father doesn’t want to send anyone to
Hell! He doesn’t want anyone to die without Him! … [The Lord] is patient with you, not
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 2 Peter 3:9 NIV We also
need to remember that because of our sinfulness, none of us deserves the glory
of Heaven.
But let’s consider the following questions: Could our faithful, holy, just, and
incorruptible God tolerate continual rebellion and rejection against Him? Could He
accept our great sinfulness and not hold anyone accountable? That’s absurd, right?
Consider this: would Jesus have needed to be sent to earth to become our Savior if
everyone were worthy of a place in Heaven? The truth is none of us is righteous, but
it is by faith that we are made right with God. So, what gloriously good news Christ’s
salvation is for all who believe!
Lastly, we should remember that although we are called to do our part in sharing the
Gospel, the results belong to God. He alone draws people to Himself. Jesus explained
this: “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them, and I will raise
them up at the last day.” John 6:44 NIV

REACH OUT
Truly, a bold passion for reaching people comes from understanding the severity of the
consequence of rejecting Jesus: Hell.
Who would you regret not sharing Christ with if they were to die today?

Be prepared to share about Christ’s gift of salvation. Practice explaining the Gospel
to a friend or family member. Write down how someone can be saved in your own
words here:

Make a commitment to actively seek to share Christ and review your T.I.P.S. with
someone this week.
For more about this, check out this message from Craig:
www.life.church/watch/selfless/bold-in-witness/
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Day Four || Never Say Never

SEEK GOD
Thank You, Father, for sending Your Son to save me from my sins. Holy Father, equip me
to share Your beautiful sacrifice with every person in my path. Give me Your words and
the knowledge to speak Your truth. I ask for Your boldness and power. I surrender and
give You freedom to do whatever You desire with my life. I am all in. May Your ways be
my ways.

O B TA I N T R U T H
Today, as we study the book of Jonah,
I pray God will overwhelm us with His
great love and faithfulness. He fully equips
those He calls with ability, strength,
encouragement, grace, and guidance.
Philippians 4:19 tells us God will meet all
of our needs through His glorious riches.

God’s Character

Look up and read the book of Jonah. Don’t
worry. It’s only four short chapters.
While you read, make notes concerning
the character of Jonah and the character
of God.

What was Jonah’s overall attitude toward
the people of Nineveh?

Jonah’s Character
Why did he need to change his attitude?

How did God provide for Jonah?
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A B I D E BY T H E S P I R I T
What group(s) of people might be your “Nineveh”? ISIS? People in the porn industry?
Your inner-city neighbors? The homeless panhandler? The incarcerated? The drug
addict? Other?
Did you notice Jonah’s disobedience caused trouble for those around him? Who is at
risk by your unwillingness to “go”?

Several times as a young teen, my parents “forced” me to go with them on their Lay
Renewal ministry weekends. A Lay Renewal is when a group of ministry-minded
church members (“lay” means non-clergy) are invited to minister over an entire
weekend at another church. Well, the very idea of spending my treasured weekends
with a bunch of people I didn’t know, doing things I didn’t want to do was just
too much to ask. But under my parents’ authority, what choice did I have? So, I
always went.
Needless to say, my attitude was rather negative. I wasn’t concerned about the spiritual
condition of people at other churches—at least not enough to want to do anything
about it. Yet, each time I went on a renewal weekend with my parents, my heart
softened, and my attitude changed. These experiences taught me a great deal about
the heart of God, the needs of His people, and the beauty of the Church. These events
spiritually stretched me as I was called on to lead other teens in small groups, share my
faith, and pray with them.
Did you notice a burdened heart does not always precede a calling from God? Like
Jonah, I needed to have the Father’s heart for people. I needed to have concern and
compassion. Jonah and I were both reluctant to follow God’s plans because we didn’t
genuinely care for people.
Did you see the Father’s heart? Even though Nineveh was filled with evil deeds beyond
description, God cared for them. He loved them enough to warn them to repent. And
He did the same for us! You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless,
Christ died for the ungodly. Romans 5:6 NIV
As I reread the account of Jonah, I found myself writing out his lessons in “Never”
statements. Here’s what I learned from Jonah:
Never run in fear from God’s calling. Never give up a person, nation, or people group
as a “lost cause.” Never be content with the size of the Church today. Never place your
own interests ahead of what is best for others. Never say never!
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Lovely sister, like Jonah on the ship, are you in a deep sleep? Do you need to be
awakened to His calling on your life? I pray we get up from our beds of apathy and
comfort and call on God. May we repent and ask Him to send us!
The Holy Spirit wants to guide us to help others. Never try to run and hide if He leads
you to reach out to your enemy or a group of people you’ve never even noticed before.
Be aware, be willing, and be ready to follow Him, even if it takes you down a path that
is far from your expectations, comforts, and ideals. As you go, your obedience will
bless everyone around you and glorify the Father.

REACH OUT
Love people enough to overcome fear or discomfort. In fact, pause and realize the joy
and power the Holy Spirit will give you when you step out in faith and obedience.
In case you didn’t already know, my dad, Sam Fox, is a pretty great guy. Here’s another
bit of loving wisdom he recently wrote: “I’ve heard and read lately about how important
it is to know about your roots, your ancestors. While I agree this can be a very good
thing, as Christians, we need to remember our real heredity is found in Jesus. God is
our Father. Heaven is our true home. Our citizenship is there. We used to be “in Adam”
and of this world, but no longer ... we are now “in Christ” and our spiritual DNA should
be more important to us than the color of our skin, our gender, our ethnicity, our status,
whether we’re short or tall, fat or skinny, millennial or boomer, conservative or liberal,
or any one of the million ways we slice/dice/judge other people. Being in Christ should
cause us to see this world differently. We’re simply called to be salt and light. To walk
in love. To point some people to Jesus (their only real hope). To have true compassion.
Ultimately, to surrender our will to God’s. To do everything as unto Him. And hopefully
to make a difference in this world no matter how small.”
Write down a people group you sense the Holy Spirit is prompting you to pray for.
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Day Five || One Matters

SEEK GOD
Wonderful Father, thank You for rescuing me! Please grant me Your heart and mind, and
provide opportunities for me to express my faith and hope in You with those who are lost.
By Your grace and glory, multiply one rescued person into thousands. Help me listen for
Your guidance today.

O B TA I N T R U T H
At that time the disciples came to Jesus
and asked, “Who, then, is the greatest
in the kingdom of heaven?” He called a
little child to him, and placed the child
among them. And he said: “Truly I tell you,
unless you change and become like little
children, you will never enter the kingdom
of heaven. Therefore, whoever takes the
lowly position of this child is the greatest
in the kingdom of heaven. And whoever
welcomes one such child in my name
welcomes me. Matthew 18:1-5 NIV
Jesus says we must become like a child.
That makes me wonder what childlike
qualities we need to possess. Thankfully,
Jesus was not giving us a trick question
or a mystery to solve. He explained it right
there in the text of Matthew: “take the
lowly position” or simply humble yourself.

“What do you think? If a man owns a
hundred sheep, and one of them wanders
away, will he not leave the ninety-nine
on the hills and go to look for the one that
wandered off? And if he finds it, truly I tell
you, he is happier about that one sheep
than about the ninety-nine that did not
wander off. In the same way your Father in
heaven is not willing that any of these little
ones should perish.” Matthew 18:12-14 NIV
• Why was one sheep so important when
there were still 99 left?

• Why is our God so willing to go after the
one who is lost?
• Do you think the Father wants you to do
the same? Why?

Read these compassionate words of Jesus
and answer the following questions:
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transgressions, he was crushed for our
iniquities; the punishment that brought us
peace was on him, and by his wounds we
are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone
astray, each of us has turned to our own
way; and the Lord has laid on him the
iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and
afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth;
he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and
as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so
he did not open his mouth. By oppression
and judgment he was taken away. Yet
who of his generation protested? For he
was cut off from the land of the living; for
the transgression of my people he was
punished. He was assigned a grave with
the wicked, and with the rich in his death,
though he had done no violence, nor was
any deceit in his mouth. Yet it was the
Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to
suffer, and though the Lord makes his life
an offering for sin, he will see his offspring
and prolong his days, and the will of the
Lord will prosper in his hand. After he has
suffered, he will see the light of life and be
satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous
servant will justify many, and he will bear
their iniquities. Therefore I will give him
a portion among the great, and he will
divide the spoils with the strong, because
he poured out his life unto death, and
was numbered with the transgressors.
For he bore the sin of many, and made
intercession for the transgressors.
Isaiah 53:3-12 NIV

If you’ve ever seen a child catch their first
fish, it is a sight to behold. They are giddy
with delight; it really doesn’t matter what
kind of fish they’ve caught, to them a
fish is a fish! And to that rookie child, that
little fish matters. That humble child has
probably not discovered the fish he or she
caught was just a tiny “toss it back” perch.
To a child, any fish is a great prize.
Isn’t that how it goes with humility? All
fish are important to the humble. Have
you ever looked down upon your small
contributions in winning souls for Jesus?
Have you stopped trying to reach out to
someone because you think it is a waste
of time? Have you grown weary of sharing
Christ? Remember this encouragement:
Let us not become weary in doing good,
for at the proper time we will reap a harvest
if we do not give up. Galatians 6:9 NIV
Keep sowing those seeds! Keep casting
your net and setting the bait! You may
never know the impact your love and
God’s truth could have. Our adversary, the
devil, wants us to give up, or to be proud
and satisfied with yesterday’s victories. But
don’t give up!
I want to conclude this study by fueling
our passion. Christ wants us to become
like little children with childlike, humble
faith that believes impossible things
are possible. So let’s take a fresh look to
remember what our Savior Jesus did for
you and me–and all humanity.

For he has rescued us from the dominion
of darkness and brought us into the
kingdom of the Son he loves …
Colossians 1:13 NIV

Look up and read John 19. As you read,
consider that all that Jesus did was for you.
You matter.
Now we will absorb the words of the
prophet Isaiah, the Apostle Paul, and the
psalmist David, about our Redeemer,
Jesus. As you read through these texts,
underline all that Christ did for us.

The Lord is compassionate and gracious,
slow to anger, abounding in love. He will
not always accuse, nor will he harbor his
anger forever; he does not treat us as our
sins deserve or repay us according to our
iniquities. For as high as the heavens are
above the earth, so great is his love for
those who fear him; as far as the east is
from the west, so far has he removed our
transgressions from us.
Psalm 103:8-12 NIV

He was despised and rejected by mankind,
a man of suffering, and familiar with pain.
Like one from whom people hide their
faces he was despised, and we held him
in low esteem. Surely he took up our pain
and bore our suffering, yet we considered
him punished by God, stricken by him,
and afflicted. But he was pierced for our
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A B I D E BY T H E S P I R I T
Every life matters so much to God that, in His great love, He willingly gave and keeps
giving. My prayer is that in reviewing what our Lord Jesus Christ did for us, our hearts
will ignite with deep, courageous passion to humbly give to just one—or maybe to
many “ones.”
Take a moment to think about what life was like when you were lost. Think through how
you were rescued and went from death to life when you first believed. What are some
ways you have changed as you have walked with Jesus?

Remember, through faith in Christ, the Holy Spirit lives in us, which means we carry the
Great Treasure, the Truth, the Life, the Hope, the Way, and the only gift of true freedom
and salvation. Think about this: We carry God’s antidote for the destructiveness of sin
and the powers of darkness!
So, be really honest: in pride, do you tend to judge those who struggle with doubt or sin?
Or in humility, are you filled with compassion and mercy, taking steps to bring the life,
love, and hope of Christ?
These words in Jude may help us: Be merciful to those who doubt; save others by
snatching them from the fire; to others show mercy, mixed with fear—hating even the
clothing stained by corrupted flesh. Jude 1:22-23 NIV

Jeni: A Go-Fishing Sister
Recently, I had the great honor of becoming acquainted with Jeni. Although Jeni was
battling cancer and her life ended far too early (leaving a beloved husband and toddler),
she made a deep imprint on my heart forever. Instead of sulking, fearing, or doubting,
I saw Jeni’s evident passion for Jesus and a desire for others to know Him—even when
she was terribly ill. Seriously, for months, she sent me inspiring thoughts and Scriptures
to help me best communicate the hope we have in Jesus for our 2017 Sisters Event and
study. Jeni used her struggle to point people to her Savior by using the phrase “Consider
Jesus” on social media posts and other platforms. Jeni’s strong faith was actively fishing
for lost souls until her final breath. I pray her legacy inspires you as it does me.
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REACH OUT
Reach out to the one. Teach them to be a disciple of Jesus. Teach them to fish. Let
the church send them out. Watch as God powerfully multiplies your efforts and does
abundantly more than we can imagine.
The late Billy Graham preached the Gospel publicly to more people than any other
person in history. According to his staff, more than 3.2 million people responded to
accept Christ Jesus at the Billy Graham Crusades. His own personal relationship with
Christ can be traced back to a Sunday School teacher. Look at this chain of single
conversions:

• Sunday School teacher, Edward Kimball, helped lead Dwight L. Moody to Christ.
• J. Wilbur Chapman was converted at a Dwight L. Moody evangelistic meeting.
• Evangelist Billy Sunday was converted at a Chapman meeting.
• Evangelist Mordecai Ham was converted at a Billy Sunday meeting.
• Billy Graham was converted at a Mordecai Ham meeting.
One person can make a big difference! So, pray and ask God to show you one person
who needs the hope you have. If you have a name, write it down here:

Power-filled, chosen Sisters, you are called by God to bear good fruit, wash people’s feet
in love, break the bread of true community, and to go fish to help gather God’s beloved
children! Truly, this is The Call—to love God and love people.
We are not called to serve ourselves; we are called to live out Christ’s love. So, when you
encounter someone, think to yourself: “You are my mission.”
To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his glorious
presence without fault and with great joy—to the only God our Savior be glory,
majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and
forevermore! Amen. Jude 1:24-25 NIV
For more content to help strengthen your relationship with God, check out the studies
The Pursuit and The Hope. You can also continue your journey of discovering The Call
by completing The Call Bible Plan in the YouVersion Bible App.
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